
 
 

 
SPECIAL EVENTS 

 

Funk Book Club  

Second Tuesday   

Each month 

2:00 - 3:30 p.m. 

 
  Smithsonian Magazine 

Museum Day  

   Saturday, September 29 

 

Georgia History Timeline  

School Field Trip 

October 10-12  

 

Native American Day 

Saturday, November 10 

10 a.m.—5 p.m.  

 

Closed   

Thanksgiving Holidays 

November 22 & 23 

Open November 24 & 25  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Newsletter of the Funk Heritage Center of Reinhardt University       

 www.reinhardt.edu/funkheritage 

 heritagecenter@reinhardt.edu  

Georgia History Timeline  
October 10-12  

     The annual Georgia History Timeline 

school field trip will be held October 10—

12. This one-of-a-kind school field trip is 

held each fall for students in the second 

through eighth grades. This unique event 

allows students to learn through "living his-

tory" as they visit professional re-enactors 

who portray historical characters. Students 

will step back in time when they cross the 

bridge leading to the Appalachian Settlement 

located behind the museum. Jim Sawgrass, 

(pictured left) a Native 

American interpreter, will 

again set up his camp. Also, 

Hernando de Soto, General 

James Oglethorpe, Presi-

dent Abraham Lincoln, 

Turtle Woman and Mary 

Musgrove are scheduled to 

return. Musgrove, (pictured 

right) was a Creek Indian and  

an interpreter for General Ogle-

thorpe. Students enjoy visit-

ing the pioneer settlement,  

going into the historic log 

cabins and watching the 

blacksmith in his shop. Homeschool 

groups are welcome to attend. Call for 

reservations at 770-720-5970.  
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 Funk Heritage Center 

has hosted more than 

128,300 visitors          

since opening              

November 16, 1999 

FUNK HERITAGE CENTER OF REINHARDT UNIVERSITY 
7300 Reinhardt Circle 
Waleska, GA 30183-2981 

Phone: 770-720-5970 
Fax: 770-720-5965 
e-mail: heritagecenter@reinhardt.edu 
website: www.reinhardt.edu/funkheritage  

Georgia’s Official Frontier and Southeastern Indian Interpretive Center  

If you are not already a member... 
ENROLL NOW:  FUNK HERITAGE CENTER ONE-YEAR MEMBERSHIP              

(NOTE:  If you are already a member, we will send you a renewal form when your membership is about to expire .) 

    Please PRINT member name(s): _____________________                   Today’s date:_______________________ 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Please PRINT member name (s):                                                        Today’s date:_________________________ 

member # 1:__________________________________member # 2:______________________________________ 

children under 18 years:_________________________________________________________________________ 

mailing address:_______________________________________________________________________________ 

city, state, zip:  ________________________________________________________________________________   

county:________________________ 

day phone:_________________ _night phone: _____________________e-mail______________________________ 

 
Form of payment: check (make payable to Reinhardt University):  ck #:____________  amt:__________________ 

 
MasterCard or VISA (circle one):   amt:_____________ 

card #:_______________________________  exp. date: ___________  signature: ___________________________ 

 
 

Please mail this form to:  Funk Heritage Center, 7300 Reinhardt Circle, Waleska, GA  30183-2981 

 

______ Individual Membership:  $25.00   

  Free admission for one year ·  semi-annual newsletter 
·  half price admission for up to four guests per visit  

·  preferred pricing for special events 

 

_______Family Membership:  $50.00 

·  free admission for one year (immediate family incl. children under 18) 
 ·  semi-annual newsletter  ·  preferred pricing for special events 
·  half price admission for up to four guests per family per visit  

Native American Day—Saturday, November 10 
     Each November, the Center holds a free public event to celebrate Native American month. 

The Bennett History Museum will be open at no charge from 10:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. The 

historic log cabins and the blacksmith shop will be open in the Appalachian Settlement from 

10 a.m. until 12 noon. Living history interpreters will be available to talk about how Georgia 

pioneers and American Indians lived in the mid-1800’s.  

      Scouts of all ages enjoy attending this annual event and, if in uniform, will receive a free hot 

dog and drink. Girl Scouts, Daisies, Brownies, Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts can tour the museum 

and learn about the Southeastern Indians. This visit can help them work toward some merit 

badges. Hot dogs and drinks will be sold or bring a picnic lunch.  
     Cherokee Indian Freeman Owle will be our featured  speaker this year. He is 

a teacher in Cherokee, N.C., a well-known storyteller and an expert on Cherokee 

culture. He also crafts authentic stone carvings. From 10:30 a.m. until noon, Mr. 

Owle will tell Cherokee stories. At 1:30 p.m., he will present a program on 

Cherokee life and culture and discuss how it is valuable to us today. A motiva-

tional speaker, he teaches from the Native perspective and the Cherokees’ per-

ception of themselves in relation to the things around them: self concept, respect 

for others, appreciation for mother earth, and the value of knowing one’s own 

roots. In 2004, Freeman Owle was invited to the White House, along with the 

other authors, to receive the Preserve America Presidential Award for his part 

in writing the Cherokee Heritage Trail Guide Book.                                                  
                                              (See Native American Day on page 3) 

 

 

Native American 

Masks  

Highlight         

New Exhibit  

     Native Americans are like people throughout 

the world. They celebrate their culture by pre-

serving and recreating traditional expressions of 

art. Their creativity takes many different forms 

because their cultures are so diverse and so   

numerous. From buffalo robes to studio paintings 

and from ceremonial masks to beautiful ceramic 

pots, the variety can be surprising. Drawing upon 

its own collection, the Bennett History Museum 

is featuring some of the Center’s seldom-seen 

materials in the Buffington Gallery. The exhibit 

is titled ―A Living Tradition, Native North 

American Arts and Crafts from the Funk Heri-

tage Center’s Collection.‖       

     Several paintings are by well-known contem-

porary Native American artists, like Woody 

Crumbo (Creek-Potowatomie) and Connie 

Seaborn (Cherokee). Other works are by uniden-

tified tribal craftsmen and all were gifts from 

Clarence and  Margaret Rogers.  

     The Center was recently the recipient of about 

50 masks from all over the world, collected by 

the late Emory University physician and profes-

sor Dr. Malcolm G. Freeman.  
         (see Native American Exhibit on page 3) 



 The Funk Heritage Center relies on  
volunteers who contribute thousands of                                   

hours of service each year!  
Volunteer docents provide guided tours for                   

children and adults. Gardeners and carpenters help 
with museum landscaping and improvements.     

Living history volunteers provide programs in our 
Appalachian Settlement!  

     
770-720-5970  

www.reinhardt.edu/funkheritage     
heritagecenter@reinhardt.edu 

              Funk Book Club                 
       Meetings, second Tuesday 2:00—3:30 p.m.  
                 Book Club Selections  
 

September 11 — Brother to a Dragonfly and 40                                                                                            

                              Acres  and a Goat: A Memoir  

                              by Will D. Campbell                         

                             (Guest speaker: Al Clayton) 

 

October 9 — Heartmender: A Story of Second Chances  

                              by Andy Andrews  

 

November 13 — Mudbound by Hillary Jordan  
 
December 11 — Christmas Tales and Treats  
 
The public is welcome to attend Book Club meetings.  

 

The mission of the Funk Heritage Center  

is to tell the story of the early  

Appalachian settlers and Southeastern Indians through  

educational programming and the collection, care and  

exhibition of art and artifacts.  

Director’s Corner…………………….     

 It is hard to believe school has started and fall 

will soon be here. Reinhardt students are back in class 

and elementary/middle school teachers are making 

reservations for field trips and our Georgia History 

Timeline. Each year, we have more than 2,500 stu-

dents come for this annual event and teachers look 

forward to bringing their classes each October.  

 Native American Day will be observed on Saturday, Novem-

ber 10. We are pleased that Cherokee traditionalist and stone carver  

Freeman Owle will be joining us. He participated in previous educa-

tor workshops we held, and we know everyone will enjoy his pro-

gram. Details are discussed elsewhere in this issue.  

 You may have read or heard that we are hopeful that our      

museum will acquire the ―Walmart Collection‖ of artifacts unearthed 

in Canton in 1994 at what is officially called the Hickory Log Site. 

Although still in the planning stages and knowing it will take time  

before we will be able to exhibit it, we continue to work toward the 

goal of bringing these artifacts ―home‖ to Cherokee County. Besides 

the opportunity this will create for exhibition, we hope to make some 

of the collection part of an online database so students can experience 

the excitement of seeing artifacts, some of which are more than 2,000 

years old.    

 Over the summer, a Kennesaw State intern student helped us 

create a wonderfully filmed interview with Jim Satterfield who grew 

up in the ―mill town‖ of Canton in the nineteen forties and fifties. It’s 

a wonderful memoir, full of day-to-day life and stories of a now-

vanished community. Eventually, we plan to add this film to our web-

site and also have digital copies for classroom use. We are still in the 

editing and condensing stage.  

 We begin the new academic year with a change of chairs for 

our Advisory Board, as Mr. James L. “Skip” Spears follows Mr. 

John Bennett and Dr. Floyd Falany. The two served as co-chairs 

and each was honored individually at the last meeting as a ―Fellow of 

the Bennett History Museum‖ for their years of enthusiastic service in 

developing and guiding the museum. Mr. Spears has served on the 

board for years and is already a familiar face and friend to our mem-

bers, volunteers and staff.  I look forward to working with him as we 

pursue the Walmart Collection. And, I am glad Mr. Bennett and Dr. 

Falany will continue on the board as sources of inspiration and advice. 

―Skip,‖ as his friends call him, studies the region’s history and has 

served as president of the Cherokee County Historical Society.   

 Opening this fall in the Buffington Gallery is an exhibition of 

some of the highlights from our Native American collection that have 

not yet been researched. I thought it better to have them out to be seen 

while the research continues. This is a good sampling of the arts of the 

many cultures represented in our collection.  

 When you visit us, be sure and drop by our gift shop. We 

have many new books, jewelry and other items that will make great 

gifts and profits help support the Center.  

 .                                                  Dr. Joseph H. Kitchens                                                                

                                                                                       

Introducing Volunteer Blacksmith  

Mark McClellan  
 Students who visit the blacksmith shop  

in the Appalachian Settlement enjoy learning 

about the craft from Mark McClellan. He is a 

former history teacher from New Jersey. After 

retiring, he and his wife moved to Canton and a  

neighbor and volunteer at the Center invited 

him to visit the museum. He was interested in 

the History Alive program and decided he 

would like to learn the blacksmith trade and 

become a volunteer.  

 After observing Max Williams, who has been the blacksmith 

at our Georgia History Timeline for many years, Mark decided to take 

a blacksmith class that Williams taught at the Center. The rest  is 

―history‖ so to speak. Arriving very early before each History Alive 

program or event, he starts a fire and prepares for his program. He 

never complains about the heat, even on the very hottest days, while 

standing over the forge demonstrating how to turn metal into useful 

objects.  

 Many teachers have commented on what a great job Mark 

does explaining the blacksmith trade to their young students. He takes 

time to answer their questions and is very patient with the children. 

Program Coordinator Martha Hout said, ―We are so fortunate to 

have a volunteer as dedicated as Mark McClellan. He is a real asset to 

our programs in the Appalachian Settlement.‖   

     Native American Day (con’t)           

In December, 2008, Freemen did a signing for his 

book, Origin of the Milky Way, at the Museum of 

the American Indian in Washington, DC and taught the museum 

staff the art of storytelling. He was born on the Qualla Indian 

Boundary, home of the Eastern Band of the Cherokee Nation. 

His formal education began in kindergarten and continued 

through the twelfth grade in the Cherokee Indian School Sys-

tem, run by the Bureau of Indian Affairs through the Cherokee 

Agency. After graduating as valedictorian of his class, he left 

the reservation to attend Gardner Webb College in Boiling 

Springs, North Carolina. He continued his education at Western 

Carolina University where he received his Bachelor of Science 

degree in social work. He has been teaching middle school for 

many years.  

 For more information about this special event, visit 

www.reinhardt.edu/funkheritage or call 770-720-5970. 

Native American Exhibit (con’t) 

     Dr. Freeman’s wife, Sandra, wanted the Bennett History 

Museum to have the masks in the hope they would stimulate 

the curiosity and imagination of students. Several northwest 

coast and western tribal masks are included, such as the Tlinget 

mask. Many will be excited to see a Plains Indian buffalo robe 

and beadwork leggings, gifts of Mr. Fred D. Bentley, Sr.   

     The exhibition is a work in progress with labeling and    

refinements continuing through the 2012-2013 academic year. 

Dr. Joe Kitchens, the Funk Heritage Center’s director, says that 

his favorite piece on exhibit is the mixed media painting by 

Robert Annesley (Cherokee) who is one of the most versatile 

artists represented in the museum. He is a former football 

player at the University of Oklahoma. Kitchens said, 

―Annesley’s work is sometimes historical narrative, sometimes 

character study and, in other works, he simply captures a slice 

of life.‖  

  Smithsonian Museum Day                  
Saturday, September 29 

 

We will participate in the annual  

Smithsonian Museum Day again this year. 
Museums throughout the country open their  

doors to the public to visit at no cost.  

 

Visit us on Museum Day and bring a friend. 

Obtain a free pass by going to  

www.smithsonianmag.com.             

 Complete the required information and print  

the pass to bring to the museum.  

 Welcome Jenny Starr Jones 

New School Activities Coordinator 
Jenny is no stranger to Reinhardt. She holds 

two degrees—early childhood education and 

business administration from here. Her hus-

band, Jeff, is also a Reinhardt graduate and 

they reside in Jasper with their two children. 

Jenny was teaching until recently when she 

was hired to coordinate school programs for 

the Center. During the summer, she conducted tours for child 

care centers, worked with the annual summer enrichment camp 

and participated in the planning sessions for fall events. She 

said, ―I really like my job because it combines some of my fa-

vorite things – children, reading, and my love of history. There 

is always more to learn here. The more I read or learn from 

those who came before me, the more I have to pass on to the 

students who visit the Center. My goal is to have a true impact 

on the next generation by helping them connect with the past.‖ 

 Meet Reinhardt University Student John Bennett, IV  
     The Funk Heritage Center’s 

Bennett History Museum, is 

named for John H. Bennett, Sr. 

and his wife, Ethel C. Bennett. 

There is a replica of their Bennett 

Grocery Store in the museum. 

Although now closed, the store 

still stands in the Salacoa Valley 

about 5 miles north of Waleska. 

This exhibit reconstructs, on a 

smaller scale, the front porch of 

the general store.  

     Looking out the window of 

the store exhibit is a young boy, 

the great-grandson of John H. 

Bennett, Sr. This summer, that 

child visited the museum. John 

Bennett, IV, is now a Reinhardt 

University student and is seated next to his picture as a young 

boy.  Many members of the Bennett family have attended the   

University. John H. Bennett, Jr. presently serves on the      

University’s Board of Trustees and the Funk Heritage Center 

Advisory Board.   

A Wish Came True…………… 
A donor provided funds to purchase Native American 

flags now hanging in the Bennett History Museum.  

 

New Wish …………………….. 
A combination outdoor classroom/picnic shelter to provide 

a protected area for lunch when students visit the Center 

on school field trips. It also would be available for special 

events including outdoor musical and cultural programs. 

 

Always wishing for……Volunteers!  
 

 
When you visit the Funk heritage Center  

Stop and see our friends at  

the Front Porch 
Market & creamery  

6874 Reinhardt College Parkway, Waleska  
770.720.1976 


