
 
 

 
 

Funk Book Club  

Second Tuesday each month 

2:00—3:30 p.m. 
 

Georgia Historical Society 
Super Museum Sunday 

February 7, 2016 

See page 3  

 

Georgia History Festival  

February programs 

 

Dr. Joseph Kitchens  

Between Two Worlds: 

Cherokee and Creek Women 

Tuesday, February 9, 2 p.m. 

Reservations required  
Admission $5, members free  

 

 Dr. William Rawlings Lecture                  

    Tuesday, February 16, 2 p.m.      

Reservations required  
Admission $5, members free  

 

Dr. George R. Lamplugh           

Thursday, February 25, 2 p.m.     

Reservations required  
Admission $5, members free  
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Over $80,000 Raised for New Exhibits  
 As many know, the Funk Heritage Center was awarded a challenge grant from 

The Scott Hudgens Family Foundation.  Over  $40,000 was raised before their  

November 15 deadline. As a result, we will have more than $80,000 designated to 

design and install the History Beneath Our Feet exhibits featuring artifacts from the 

Hickory Log site excavated in 1995 in Canton, GA. We will continue accepting tax 

deductible donations toward the project, however, they will not be matched by the 

challenge grant. Dr. Joe Kitchens said, “We appreciate the support of our friends, 

members, staff and the community in raising the 

funds needed for these important exhibits.”                                         

 In January, Dr. Kitchens and museum staff will 

begin working on plans for the first of three new   

exhibits. That exhibit will explain how the Cherokee 

lived in this part of Georgia before the removal in 

1838. Pictured right, John Ross, Principal Chief of the 

Cherokee Nation from 1828 until 1866, sought to 

prevent the removal through the US Federal Courts. 

Ross went to Washington, D.C. in 1816 as part of a 

Cherokee delegation to negotiate issues of national 

boundaries, land ownership and the white encroach-

ment on his people’s land.  

     Historian Dr. George R. Lamplugh 

 Speaks February 25 at 2 p.m.                    
 Dr. Lamplugh retired from the faculty of 

The Westminster Schools in Atlanta in 2010. He 

then began working on a series of blogs exploring 

some of Georgia and the South’s most fascinating 

historical events. One of his posts concerned 

Georgia’s Governor George R. Gilmer (1829-

1831, 1837-1839) and the Cherokees. Thus, the 

title of his February lecture: “Indian Removal and 

Party Politics in Georgia.”  

 His recent book, In Pursuit of Dead Geor-

gians, is about his excursions into the history of 

his adopted state. It includes a collection of many 

of his well-researched essays. As an example, he 

explains how after the War of 1812, political 

parties in Georgia began to slowly adopt policies 

that were popular in other states—even though 

that meant hurting Creeks, Cherokees and slaves.                                                  

 After earning a bachelor’s degree from the 

University of Delaware, Dr. Lamplugh obtained a 

master’s and doctorate from Emory University. 

On his website, Retired But Not Shy, he said that 

during his teaching career, he also kept his hand 

in scholarly activities, reviewing books for histor-

ical journals and giving lectures.                                                       

 Admission is $5, free for members. For 

reservations, call 770-720-5967.  

    Author William Rawlings  Returns                  

     February 16 at 2 p.m.                             
 We welcome Dr. Rawlings back to the 

Center. He will discuss the research he com-

pleted for his new book, The 

Second Coming of the Invis-

ible Empire, available in 

March. In this book, he tells 

the history of the Ku Klux 

Klan in Georgia. He will 

explain some of the new and 

fascinating insights about this unique episode 

in our history.                                        

 Dr. Rawlings is a retired physician.   

His first five novels have been commercially 

successful, earning great reviews and interest 

from Hollywood. Born and raised in Sanders-

ville, GA, he still lives on the family farm. He 

is the son, the grandson, nephew and brother 

of physicians who have served the area for 

more than a century. Following postgraduate 

medical training, he returned to Sandersville 

to practice medicine with his father.          

 Admission is $5, free for members. 

Call 770-720-5967 for reservations. 

    February’s History Month Programs Scheduled  

A Certified National Park Service Trail of Tears Interpretive Site 



Volunteer! 
 The Funk Heritage Center relies on volunteers            

who contribute thousands of hours of service            
each year!  

Volunteer docents provide guided tours for children 
and adults. Gardeners and carpenters help with       

museum landscaping and improvements.                                               
Living history volunteers provide programs in the        

Appalachian Settlement!  
     

Become a volunteer! Call 770-720-5970.  

 

 

                                                                                                       Director’s Corner                                                                                                        
 Where Did They All Come From? This is not a rhetorical question. Rather, it is an expression of our 

pleasant surprise that so many people have come to the museum this fall. Of course we advertise, we circu-

late information, we plan for all the contingencies we can imagine, and it sure makes us happy when lots of 

people respond by attending our events and visiting our museum. In our business, much is riding on the 

weather. We had perfect weather for this year’s three-day (October 7, 8 and 9) Georgia History Timeline 

event and 1,544 students, teachers and chaperones attended. Fall ended with a very successful Native 

American Day on November 14. It was attended by 268 visitors, including members from the Georgia 

Chapter of the Trail of Tears Association. We hosted their meeting that day and asked them to make suggestions concerning 

the new exhibit we will begin working on in January.                

  School visitation this fall was excellent as we hosted 20 schools who brought over 1,583 students, teachers and 

chaperones. Amy Baker, our School Activities Coordinator, tallied the evaluations we ask teachers to fill out after their clas-

ses complete the tour. Of the nineteen teachers who replied, eighteen said “yes” when asked if the tours were appropriate. 

One said “Yes-No.” Asked if we provided opportunities for student participation and interaction, eleven rated us 

“Excellent” and seven chose “Very Good” as their response. Ratings for our guides or docents were even higher. In the gen-

eral comments column, there were few written notes in the space provided, but two teacher’s remarks reflect the verbal re-

sponses I overheard: “fantastic trip, all-time favorite” and “excellent addition to our curriculum.”       

   Since April, we have been especially busy with fundraising. Our effort was aimed at funding new exhibits 

that will incorporate artifacts from the 1995 Hickory Log archaeological excavation in Canton. We raised over $40,000 

from friends, volunteers, members, our university’s staff and from area businesses. When doubled by the challenge grant, 

we received from The Scott Hudgens Family Foundation, over $80,000 will be available to create new exhibitions. Thanks 

to our community—you responded generously.                 

   Finally, thanks to our corps of volunteers. They invested 1,053 hours this fall to bring quality educational 

programs to students while providing a constant chorus of encouragement for us. We now look forward to a new phase in 

our history. Once we are able to install the new exhibits, we hope our museum friends, as well as new visitors, will come to 

see our progress. So, keep in touch!  

                              Dr. Joe Kitchens, Executive Director 

New Exhibit: With Their Own Eyes 
        Paintings by Native American Women from the                                                                             

      Clarence and Margaret Rogers Collection                  

 Native American women artists are the theme of a new exhi-

bition at the Funk Heritage Center. Dr. Joseph Kitchens (pictured),  

said, “The first generation of successful Native American women 

painters represented in this show tended to focused on women’s 

roles as guardians and nurturers of family, especially children. Yet, 

they find so many ways to express these roles, as is clear when you 

view the paintings.”                                        

 

This exhibit  opened 

December 15, 2015 

and it will continue 

through March 15, 

2016.  

 

The Mystery of the Petroglyph 
 For more than 15 years, an 11 foot long boulder, 18 inches 

thick and weighing approximately 5 tons, has been on display in 

the Hall of Ancients in the museum. Prior to being moved to the 

Funk Heritage Center when it was built, it was located outside the 

library on the Reinhardt University campus. The rock was donated 

in the 1940’s by the Cline family, owners of the land on which the 

rock rested. It had been on a knoll overlooking the Etowah River 

in Cherokee County and was originally part of a cluster of three 

petroglyphs (rocks with carvings).      

 At the turn of the century, two of the boulders were blown up 

with dynamite in an effort to find gold. No gold or anything else of 

value was found under 

the rocks. What are 

these unusual carvings 

on this petroglyph? 

Most of them are ran-

domly spaced concen-

tric circles that vary in 

size and number of 

rings. Two have crosses 

within them. Most of 

the archaeologists that 

have viewed the boul-

der felt the carvings pre-date the arrival of European settlers and 

were the work of Native Americans. Archaeologist Jannie Loubser 

who studied the rock after it was moved to the museum, said, “We 

know Indians did these things (carvings). This is based on archae-

ological evidence. With absolute certainty, some things on the 

boulder are 1,000 years old or more.”  

 What do the carvings mean? One interpretation is that it is a 

star chart of North Georgia skies and possibly a solstice measure-

ment device according to Tommy D. Cox, a petroglyph and lan-

guage researcher. Certain universal symbols of objects in the night 

sky were used in early navigation. The most important symbol for 

celestial orientation is the “X” within a “circle” - Polaris— the 

North Star. It is the most important ”marker” on any old map. 

 Adding to the mystery, the Heritage Center rock carvings are 

identical to those found on boulders along the Atlantic Coast of 

Ireland that date from the Early Bronze Age. It has been docu-

mented that these petroglyphs were carved by non-Celts at least 

1,500 years before the use of a unique form of Celtic writing. 

Therefore, these discoveries have created many more questions 

about North America’s history before Christopher Columbus’s 

voyages. What do you think?                

Visitor Ruth Ann Evans Remembered “the Rock” 

Now in her 70’s, Ms. Evans remembered her parents took her 

to see the rock when she was a small child. Recently, she visit-

ed the museum to once again see the petroglyph. When Dr. Joe 

Kitchens spoke to her 

group, the Merry 

Makers at the First 

Baptist Church in 

Canton, she was     

reminded that she 

played on the rock as 

a child. Thanks for 

telling us your story, 

Ms. Evans.  

     Funk Book Club                                           
Meetings, 

Volunteer News and Notes  

FHC volunteers attended an 

Open House at the home of RU 

President Kina Mallard on 

Dec. 1. Her newly renovated 

campus home was beautifully 

decorated for the Christmas  

season and everyone enjoyed the 

wonderful treats.  

Tom McElhinny, a FHC docent, is 

pictured with Joyce Mortison, Regent 

of the DAR. Following his speech to 

members of the Cumming Chapter of 

the DAR, she presented him with a 

certificate of  

appreciation.  

Winners of the Great Museum Snowman Scavenger Hunt  

At our annual Christmas Reception for volunteers held December 10,  

the team (pictured below) was the first to find all 12 snowmen hid-

den in the Tool Gallery. Oh what fun! Volunteers contribute their 

time as docents, living history interpreters, receptionists, gardeners 

and carpenters. Thanks, volunteers! 

 

Barbara Liptak has been a docent  

for two years. She enjoys taking groups 

of children on museum tours. Barbara  

was a teacher and a vice principal before 

retiring. She and her husband live in 

Lake Arrowhead. 

 
Super Museum Sunday, February 7, 2016  
 Held the Sunday before Georgia Day (February 12) each 

year, Super Museum Sunday is a Georgia History Festival tra-

dition where Georgia cultural institutions open their doors free 

to the public, providing an exceptional opportunity to experi-

ence the history in our own backyard. Traditionally, participat-

ing cultural institutions have been located in the Savannah area. 

However, this year GHS is pleased to announce that Super  

Museum Sunday has expanded its reach to include central, 

north, and west Georgia!  

 Visit new participating sites including the Funk Heritage 

Center of Reinhardt University in Waleska and the Muse-

um of History and Holocaust Education at Kennesaw State 

University in Kennesaw.      

 The Funk Heritage Center is a member of the Georgia 

Historical Society. In addition to participating in the Super 

Museum Sunday 2016, we are continuing our tradition of offer-

ing a series of Georgia history lectures during the month of 

February. Dr. Joe Kitchens will present the first program on 

February 9, Between Two Worlds: Creek and Cherokee Wom-

en. Learn what lead to changes for these matrilineal societies 

resulting in the Southeastern Indian women living in poverty.  

Lectures by Dr. William Rawlings and Dr. George Lamplugh 

are included in this series on February 16 and 25 respectively.  

  Admission is $5 and free for members for each of 

these programs. Reservations are required. Call 770-720-5967 

to sign up.  

http://georgiahistory.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3a76b93023b1ce4c4a958f212&id=b67cfd433f&e=8480eb6862
http://georgiahistory.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3a76b93023b1ce4c4a958f212&id=b67cfd433f&e=8480eb6862
http://georgiahistory.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3a76b93023b1ce4c4a958f212&id=b67cfd433f&e=8480eb6862

