
 
 

 
 

 

Funk Book Club  
Second Tuesday each month 

2:00 - 3:30 p.m. 

Georgia History Timeline 
School Field Trip  

Reservations Required 

October 7 & 8  
Museum closed until 2 p.m. 

From the Lincoln              

Memorial to the Moon 
North Georgia Marble 

Lecture by Robert Baker 

Tuesday, September 8, 2 p.m.  

18th Century Physician 

Tells All! 
Scott Hodges  

History Interpreter  

Friday, October 9, 2 p.m. 

Reservations required  

(see page 2) 

Additional fall programs     

will be announced 
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Funk Heritage Center Receives $50,000 Challenge Grant  
 The Funk Heritage Center has been awarded a challenge grant from The Scott 

Hudgens Family Foundation. The foundation will match cash donations and 

grants raised before November dollar for dollar. It is designated to design and install  

the History Beneath our Feet: The Hickory Log Archaeology Exhibition. Now, we 

must challenge the community, our members, friends and volunteers to make this 

exhibit a reality. Help us raise the necessary $50,000 to match this grant. This oppor-

tunity comes after raising $53,000 to bring the artifacts excavated at the Canton 

Walmart site back to Georgia and the University of Georgia Archaeology Laboratory 

for curation and preservation.  

 We were notified of this challenge grant 

shortly after a feature article written by Dr. Joseph 

Kitchens, executive director  of the Center , ap-

peared in the Georgia Magazine May issue. This is 

a publication of the Georgia Electric Membership 

Corporation and has a statewide circulation of over 

half a million. The article, Keepers of the Etowah: 

A ‘Lost’ Treasure Returns to Georgia, explained 

how Reinhardt University and the Heritage Center  

became involved with the project.  

 Dr. Kitchens said, “Our plan is to have a first-class exhibit telling the story of 

the inhabitants who lived in north Georgia for thousands of years. Creating interpre-

tive panels, photographs, maps, interactive technology and exhibit cases will cost at 

least $100,000. The Canton excavation provided a wealth of data on 2,000 years of 

human life along the Etowah. We are especially interested in developing exhibits that 

show archaeological techniques and how the environment influenced the lives of 

Georgia’s first people, as well as ours. We also want students to understand how  

science unlocks the secrets of the past and how the past influences our lives today. 

The diverse age of visitors, as well as their knowledge and interests, must be factored 

into the design.”                           (Continued on page 2) 

 Pictured left, Elyse Butler, member and outreach asso-

ciate from the Georgia Historical Society (GHS) ,  

presented Dr. Joseph Kitchens with a special citation 

for programming during the society’s February 2015 

History Festival. GHS is the premier independent 

statewide institution responsible for collecting, exam-

ining, and teaching Georgia history. Founded in 1839, 

GHS is the oldest continuously operated historical society in the south. It houses the 

oldest and most distinguished collection of materials in the nation related exclusively 

to Georgia history. This year, their Georgia History Festival will be expanded to a six-

month, school-year-focused series of programs beginning in September and culminat-

ing with Savannah’s Founding City events in February 2016. The Funk Heritage Cen-

ter’s annual Georgia History Timeline is an example of a unique history event specifi-

cally designed for school children. This fall, it will be offered October 7 and 8 and 

held in the Center’s Appalachian Settlement.  

Hickory Log excavation courtesy of 

TRC  Solutions.  



Volunteer! 
 The Funk Heritage Center relies on volunteers            

who contribute thousands of hours of service            
each year!  

Volunteer docents provide guided tours for children 
and adults. Gardeners and carpenters help with       

museum landscaping and improvements.                                               
Living history volunteers provide programs in the        

Appalachian Settlement!  
     

Become a volunteer! Call 770-720-5970.  

                      In Memoriam                                                                                                                     
   Karen Sedlock Witzel                                                  
  July 9, 1947—February 16, 2015                                 

Our longtime Heritage Center volunteer, Karen Witzel, 

died at her home in Big Canoe in February. She had been 

a volunteer since the Center opened in 1999. Karen was a 

pioneer interpreter known for her beautiful quilting. 

Dressed in her pioneer clothing, she demonstrated quilt-

ing during our school History Alive, Pioneer Days and 

History Timeline programs. She was a member of the  

Appalachian Heritage Guild and Pine Needle Quilters. 

She is survived by her husband, Robert, two daughters 

and many, many Funk Heritage Center friends. We miss 

her!                   

       

                                              

  

 

 

Welcome New Heritage Center Staff 

 

 Director’s Corner  

Looking back over our accomplishments this year, we are especially proud of our winter programming and lecture 

series during Georgia History Month. Remember “Tea with Oglethorpe” or any of the half dozen authors and lecturers 

who introduced us to Victorian era feminism in Georgia, the collapse of small-towns in the cotton belt in 1924-25 or 

life on a Yankee plantation? This brought us a presidential citation from the Georgia Historical Society.     

Ahead, our goal is to raise $50,000 to pair with our challenge grant between now and November. The Hickory Log 

artifacts will only be part of what we fold into the new exhibits. Many of our present exhibits are a bit shopworn and 

need updating. We want to add new and professionally designed exhibits to tell several stories set on our own home ground. One piece 

will be about the environment along the Etowah. What resources were here attracting Native Americans to this area that sustained their 

lives? Was it the coincidences of geography and climate? How were they related to larger towns like Etowah, site of the great mounds in 

Cartersville? Why was the site abandoned at times and why did the Woodland people need to build a log palisade around their town here.  

Another story is the excavation of Hickory Log. We will tell about the archaeologists, what they found, and the methods they 

used to extract information from their finds. It will give us a glimpse back more than twenty years to that hot summer when Cherokee 

cabin sites from the late 18th century yielded metal knives and forks, musket parts and silver jewelry. Also, an iron fish gig, smoking 

pipes and ceramic dishes-all providing evidence that the Cherokee lived cheek-by-jowl alongside white neighbors. Paul Webb, who over-

saw the process and has worked with the materials for the past twenty years, will tell us (on video) of his amazement and frustration, 

twin outcomes of discovery. Below the Cherokee relics were the mound builders’ artifacts of the Mississippian era. Beneath that, a thou-

sand years of pottery fragments, stone implements and the postholes that betray the sites of clay-encrusted huts. We will see how archae-

ology works, from field to laboratory, and from laboratory to the tedious process of curation-identifying, sorting and categorizing-that 

make the site and the artifacts intelligible.    

Finally, we will have materials to give immediacy to the Cherokee occupation on the eve of the Trail of Tears. Alongside the 

inevitable photographs of Cherokee leaders, maps and statistics that explain their plight, will be the objects and “leavings” of what was 

likely the last Cherokee town on the site. In 2013, when we were added to the National Park Service “Trail of Tears,” we all realized that 

Hickory Log would become our touchstone for the removal story-and hopefully our contribution to that story, using the Hickory Log 

artifacts to tell why the site was there, why it was abandoned and what was left behind.     

                                                                                                                                Joseph H. Kitchens, Executive Director                                                                                                                   

 Dr. Kina Mallard, Reinhardt University President 

On June fourth, at our annual volun-

teer appreciation dinner, volunteers 

and staff welcomed Reinhardt Uni-

versity’s new president, Dr. Kina 

Mallard.  She spoke to the group  

explaining how impressed she is with 

our beautiful campus, friendly staff 

and faculty and the community. Dr. 

Mallard talked about the museum 

and her love of history and said  she 

is looking forward to working with 

the museum staff and plans to      

support the Funk however she can.  

 

       $50,000 Challenge Grant (con’t)  
 Once funds are raised, exciting new exhibits will be 

designed and installed in the Bennett History Museum. 

The museum is already home to the now famous Reinhardt 

petroglyph which coincidentally came from the hill       

adjacent to the Hickory Log archaeological site more than 

fifty years ago.     

 Your generous gift must be received by November to 

be used for the challenge matching funds. Your tax deduct-

ible donation will have twice the impact when it is 

matched dollar for dollar.  

 

Help us bring the region’s past to life!   

  
Please make checks to: 
     Funk Heritage Center of Reinhardt University 

     Designate for: The Hickory Log Exhibit account  

 
Mail to: Reinhardt University  

              Attention: Funk Heritage Center 

              7300 Reinhardt Circle, Waleska, GA 30183 

 
Please indicate how your name should be listed                      

on a donor plaque or other donor listings.   

 Amy Baker joined our  museum staff as 

the school activities coordinator in February. 

She has already experienced Pioneer Days in 

May when over 800 students learned about life 

in an Appalachian Settlement as well as our  

museum school field trips. Amy’s husband, 

Jamey, is a fireman and they have 11 year-old 

twin boys and  a 14 year-old daughter. 

 

 Heather Tanner joined 

our staff July 1 as a museum assistant and will 

be working at the front desk most days. She was 

born in Ball Ground and raised in cCanton.  “I 

met my husband Steven at Reinhardt University 

and have been married for 9 years. My husband 

and I love GA Tech football and have season 

tickets.” Guess we know where she will be on 

Saturdays in the fall!  

        Funk Heritage Center Book Club 

  Meets 2 p.m. on second Tuesday each month 

   Book Club meetings are open to the public.  

 

  July 14—Something’s Rising by Silas House  

 

  August 11—Go Set A Watchman by Harper Lee  

 

18th Century Physician Tells All! 
Meet Dr. William Dalzell, Colonial Doctor 

 

 Did you enjoy having tea with General Oglethorpe in 

February? Then you will enjoy Dr. William Dalzell (Scott 

Hodges) when he arr ives on October 9 at 2 p.m. as an 

18th century Colonial doctor.  

 The world of Dr. William Dalzell is a fascinating one 

indeed. In the days before ether, Novocain and antibiotics, he 

was confronting and treating all the ailments of the twenty 

first century.   

Trained by a "learned physician," the 

good doctor began his long career as a 

healer serving in his Majesty's Army. 

Later, he moved to private practice 

where he continued to experiment 

with new medicines and cures. Com-

plete with authentic medicines made 

from original apothecary recipes and  

a display of surgical instruments, the 

history of medicine comes to life in 

this exciting and very informative 

presentation.  

You will want to make your reservations early as seating is 

limited. Call 770-720-5967, cost is $10, $5 for members.  

  Explore Gardens, Arts & History                              

Group Tour Package—$50/Person 

   

Funk Heritage Center, Gibbs Gardens and Cashin’s 

Sculpture Garden are included on a special group 

tour package sponsored by the Cherokee Chamber of 

Commerce’s Destination Cherokee Program. One price 

covers all three places and includes lunch under the  

Pavilion at the Sculpture Garden when you book the 

tour for a minimum of 10 people through the Chamber 

of  Commerce. Visit the website:                                 

  DestinationCherokeeGA.com                        

To learn more about the tour venues and make reserva-

tions for your group, call 770-345-0400. 

            “ Where Metro Meets the Mountains” 


