
 
 

 
 

 

Funk Book Club  

Second Tuesday each month 

2:00—3:30 p.m. 

 

Smithsonian Museum Day 

Saturday, September  24  

 

New Exhibits Open to Public 

September 30  

 

Georgia History Timeline 

School Field Trip 

October 11-12 

 

Abraham Lincoln                

Life in the White House           

October 13, 2 p.m. 

 

Lunch & Learn Series  

Native American Programs 

January 12, 19, 26  - noon  

 

February History Month  

Programs February 7, 14, 21 
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 New Exhibits Open to the Public on September 30            
 Many of our readers will recall previous articles concerning the Hickory Log 

artifact collection excavated at the Canton Walmart site in 1995. You may also re-

member our plea for donations in order to curate and preserve these artifacts at the 

University of Georgia Laboratory of Archaeology. Thanks to the generosity of our 

community, we are pleased to announce that Phase I of new exhibits featuring some 

of these artifacts will open in the Hall of the Ancients on September 30.  

 Phase I of the plan includes two new exhibits in the Hall of Ancients. “Life 

Along the Etowah” depicts the ecology of the Etowah RiverValley and explains 

how humans and wildlife flourished in the Etowah River Valley for thousands of 

years. “History Beneath Our Feet,” the second exhibit, tells the story of the Hickory 

Log excavation and the role archaeology plays in our ability to understand how    

Native people lived in this area.  

 By July, 2016 our fundraising effort was completed. We raised over $100,000 

thanks in part to a challenge grant from the Scott Hudgens Family Foundation. Fol-

lowing months of research and planning between FHC staff and a museum design 

team, actual construction work on the new exhibit walls began in August. After many 

trips to the UGA Archaeology Lab and talks with their staff and the Hickory Log 

Archaeologist Paul Webb, some of the best artifacts from the 

collection were selected for the new displays. The exhibits will 

be installed during September.   

 Pictured left is Diane Minick, the Upper Etowah River   

Alliance director. Many thanks to her for consulting on the 

Etowah River Valley portion of the project. Because this was an 

extensive project necessitating closing off sections of the muse-

um, it was decided to divide the exhibit work in two parts. Phase 

II will be a new exhibit on Cherokee life opening in 2018. See 

project photos insert in this publication. 

     President Abraham Lincoln: Life in the 

White House During the Civil War  
 Join us on Thursday, October 13 at 2 p.m. when nationally 

known historic interpreter Mr. James Conine portrays President 

Abraham Lincoln for a special Heritage Center program. He will 

recall what life was like for the President and his family during the 

Civil War years. Conine has traveled throughout the United States 

and Europe delivering his first person portrayal of President     

Lincoln. He entertains, educates, and motivates by using Lincoln’s 

personal life experiences to emphasize honesty, integrity, ambition, and patriotism. 

“The audience was entranced! They forgot this was a lecture and sat spellbound,” 

said one reviewer. 

 Conine won the National Abraham Lincoln Speaking and Look-a-Like Competi-

tion in 1996, 2000 and again in 2003. He will be appearing at our Georgia History 

Timeline for elementary school children on October 11 and 12. Dr. Joseph Kitchens 

said, “We are delighted James Conine has agreed to stay over another day to speak at 

this special afternoon program for adults. You will want to make your reservations 

early as seating space is limited. Following his program, you will have an opportunity 

to have your picture taken with the “President” and enjoy refreshments.” Admission 

for this program is $10, $5 for members. Reservations are required, call 770-720-5967.  

A Certified National Park Service Trail of Tears Interpretive Site 

 



 
Volunteer! 

 The Funk Heritage Center relies on volunteers            
who contribute thousands of hours of service            

each year!  
Volunteer docents provide guided tours for children 

and adults. Gardeners and carpenters help with       
museum landscaping and improvements.                                               

Living history volunteers provide programs in the        
Appalachian Settlement!  

     
Become a volunteer! Call 770-720-5970.  

www.reinhardt.edu/funkheritage    
heritagecenter@reinhardt.edu 

 

 

 

                                                                                                   Director’s Corner                                                                                                            
    Hickory Log: A Community Endeavor 

 

Plans to construct a Walmart in Canton, Georgia in 1994 led to the discovery and archaeological excavation 

of a site where Amerindians had lived for more than 2,000 years. Located where Hickory Log Creek enters 

the Etowah River, the site was designated 9CK9  (9 is for the ninth state alphabetically, CK is the abbrevia-

tion for Cherokee County, and 9 indicates the ninth archaeological site identified.) Archaeologist Paul Webb 

led the archaeological work in 1995 and when his firm was acquired by TRC Environmental Corporation, 

Paul joined TRC and relocated the collection to Chapel Hill, North Carolina where classification and study continued. The 

Funk Heritage Center opened in late 1999 and there was interest in exhibiting the collection in the new facility. However, 

the expense of curation and concerns about federal standards of artifact protection dissuaded Reinhardt officials from seek-

ing to acquire the collection at that time. 

 In 2012, at the urging of Reinhardt University Board Chair Billy Hasty, university and museum officials visited Chapel 

Hill to explore how the Hickory Log artifacts might be returned to Georgia and made available for exhibition at the Funk 

Heritage Center. Impressed by what we saw, we sought Webb’s advice on how we might proceed. He suggested we explore 

an affiliation with the University of Georgia’s Laboratory of Archaeology, a repository for Georgia archaeological materi-

als. A very congenial meeting later that year with Dr. Mark Williams, its director, resulted in a plan to have the artifacts  

curated at his laboratory, already home to more than 11,000 cases of archaeological materials from Georgia sites. The labor-

atory makes such artifacts available to the worldwide community of archaeology and history scholars and students. Friends 

of the Funk Heritage Center contributed over $50,000 to provide for the care of the collection in perpetuity, with the under-

standing that the collection would be available for exhibition at the Funk Heritage Center.  

 As I write this, construction workers are in the process of installing walls in the Hall of Ancients where the new exhib-

its will be located. The museum design team is finishing their work and our staff continues to work on the inventory and 

labels describing exhibit artifacts. Many people have contributed hundreds of hours of work on this project which has taken 

five years to become a reality. Phase I will open in late September. It will feature artifacts and illustrate the role of archaeol-

ogy in revealing “History Beneath Our Feet” at Hickory Log. Another exhibit “Life along the Etowah” will introduce the 

environmental setting of the Etowah River Valley. Phase II will be a future exhibit (hopefully opening in early 2018) utiliz-

ing Hickory Log research and artifacts to depict village life in the Cherokee Nation. It will retrace some of the issues faced 

by the Cherokee during the decades before their removal in 1838, an event known as “The Trail of Tears.” This will under-

score our role as an official interpretive site on the National Park Service Trail of Tears.   

 Reinhardt University and our community, volunteers, members and friends should be proud of their efforts to bring 

Hickory Log artifacts back to Georgia and Cherokee County where they were discovered. This has truly been a “community 

endeavor” and one that will be available to help future generations understand the history of this area.      

                                                                      Joe Kitchens, Executive Director 

 

           Recent Funk Heritage Center Visitors  

Funk Book Club                                           
  Meetings, 

.  

 

On June 29, Barbara and 

Tommy Holbrook and 

Peggy Pruitt visited the 

Funk Heritage Center. The 

Holbrook’s are the mater-

nal grandparents of John 

Bennett IV, the young 

boy whose picture is in the 

window of the Bennett 

Store in the museum. 

Young John has since graduated from Reinhardt University 

and is with the Cherokee County Sherriff’s Dept. The origi-

nal Bennett Store, now closed, is located off of Hwy 140 in 

Salacoa.                 

Piper Sellars Collins  

and her son Justin 

Castetter also visited 

the Center this summer. 

She is the granddaughter 

of Alan and Louise 

Sellars. During their life-

time, they collected all of 

the tools in the Sellars Gallery of historic hand tools.  

   Smithsonian Magazine Museum Day Live!           

Saturday, September 24, 2016 

 Museum Day Live! is an annual event hosted by Smithson-

ian Magazine. Par ticipating museums across the country 

open their doors to anyone presenting a Museum Day Live ticket. 

The Funk Heritage Center will participate in Museum Day Live 

again this year. Free admission tickets are available to download 

and print or copy to your cell phone.        

 Visitors who present the ticket will gain free entrance for 

two people at participating venues for September 24 only. One 

ticket is permitted for each household, per e-mail address. Only 

visitors with the downloaded ticket will be admitted free of 

charge. Go to the website smithsonian.com/museumdaylive to 

download your ticket. 

                   Come visit and bring a friend! 

 The Funk Heritage Center is a member of the Georgia     

Historical Society.  During February, participating member organi-

zations offer a series of public programs on Georgia history. Herit-

age Center programs will be held at 2 p.m. on Tuesdays.   

 Beginning on February 7, Dr. George Lamplugh will talk 

about The News from Cherokee County: Elias Boudinot and the 

Cherokee Phoenix, 1828-1839. Dr. William Rawlings will present a 

lecture on February 14, Controversial History: The Political Nature 

of Reconstruction 1865-1877.  Editor of the Georgia Backroads 

Magazine, Dan Roper, will present James Vann: A Man Feared by 

Many and Loved by Few  on February 21.  

 This fascinating lecture series will cover the years following 

the Civil War known as the Reconstruction Era. Also, learn more 

about the Cherokee removal controversy in Georgia through the 

eyes of Elias Boudinot and columns from the newspaper he found-

ed and edited.  The influential Cherokee James Vann, a leader of 

Upper Towns of East Tennessee and North Georgia, is the subject 

of the final History Month presentation.   

 

The admission for these lectures is $10, members are $5.                             

Reservations are required - Call 770-720-5967   

 

 Native American Day 

Saturday, November 12, 2016     

 November is Native American month and each year, the      

Funk Heritage Center holds a free event to honor  Georgia's  

first people. The Bennett History Museum will be open at no  

charge all day from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.. A 15-minute film about the 

Southeastern Indians will be shown all day.    

 Weather permitting, pioneer interpreters will welcome visitors 

to the historic log cabins in the Appalachian Settlement from 10 

a.m. until noon, and blacksmiths will be in the shop demonstrating 

their work.    

 Scouts of all ages enjoy touring the museum and learning 

about the Southeastern Indians. Hot dogs and drinks will be sold for 

$1 each, and all scouts in uniform will receive a free hot dog and 

drink. Children like to learn about and play Native American games, 

and there will be some special programs for both adults and children 

throughout the day. 

  Local artifacts expert Carl Etheridge will be available between 

1 and 3 p.m. to identify Native American artifacts. No antiques will 

be appraised.  

 For more information, visit our website or call 770-720-5970.  

Georgia History 
Month Programs  

  February 2017  

Lunch and Learn Series — January 2017    
Georgia’s Southeastern Indians  

Bring your lunch and join Thomas McElhinny                               

at noon on Thursdays in January for 45-minute presentations on 

Georgia’s Southeastern Indians. Learn about Georgia’s Mound 

Builders, the Five Civilized Tribes, and the Great Indian Chiefs of 

the South.  

  The weekly series begins on January 12 when 

the  Mississippian Culture will be discussed. It 

flourished between 700 and 1,400 A.D. On January 

19, learn about the dominant tribes in the south, the 

Creek, Cherokee, Chickasaw, Choctaw and the 

Seminole Indians. The final day of the series,   

January 26, will be about Indian Chiefs of the 

major tribes in the south.  

  McElhinny is a docent at the Funk Heritage Center. He has 

been teaching Native American classes for senior programs in    

Roswell and other area organizations. Dr. Joe Kitchens, Center  

Director, said, “We are pleased Tom is available to present these 

three programs, and we know everyone who attends, will enjoy this 

interesting series.”    

  The fee for each program is $10, members $5. The fee for the 

entire three program series is $25, members $10. Reservations are 

required, call 770-720-5967.  

Welcome Heidi Jennings 
Heidi joined our staff in February of this 

year. She works at the reception desk and 

assists Barbara Starr in the Museum Gift 

Shop. Heidi is married to Greg and they 

have three children.  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_Tennessee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Georgia

