
 
 

 
SPECIAL EVENTS 

 

Funk Book Club  
Second Tuesday   

Each month 

2:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
 

The Etowah River: 
History and Challenges 

 March 12, 2011 

9 a.m. —12 noon 

 

Tuesdays Alive  
School Living History 

 Program 

Reservations Required  

 March 15-May 17 

 

Summer Day Camp 
Camp Elohi 
June 7-10 
(see page 2)  

 

Newsletter of the Funk Heritage Center of Reinhardt University       

 www.reinhardt.edu/funkheritage 

 The Etowah River: History and Challenges 

On Saturday, March 12, we will combine our 6th annual   

family and local history workshop with our Spring Forward event. 

In collaboration with our partners from the Upper Etowah River 

Alliance and the Mountain Conservation Trust, our program 

will focus on the Etowah River. Whether armchair explorer, envi-

ronmental enthusiast or fan of local history and lore, this program 

will surprise and delight you. The program is free but donations 

are requested. It will be held from 9:00 a.m. until noon in the 

Buffington Gallery of the Center. 

      Richard Thornton, author of Ancients Roots II: Indigenous People and       

Architecture of the Etowah Valley will speak. He is a researcher and architect who 

turned his considerable talents into utilizing archaeological studies to create virtual 

reality images of Native American architecture in North Georgia. In writing his book, 

he explored the river by canoe over its entire course, visiting all the then-known   

Native American settlements and capturing images as he went. He then employed 

computer ICAD technology and archaeological reports to recreate photos of towns 

that once existed along the rivers course. Thornton maintains a website for scholars of 

Muscogee (Creek) history. His unusual presentation will be of interest to everyone 

who wants to know more about Georgia’s first people and how they lived. 

      Joe Cook, author of River Song: A Journey Down the Chattahoochee and     

Apalachicola River will speak at 10:30 a.m. He is an avid canoe paddler and environ-

mental activist and the Executive Director for the Coosa River Basin Initiative 

(CRBI). Cook will give a power point presentation and discuss the issues and chal-

lenges involved in the protection of the Etowah watershed. The CRBI is a 501(c)3 

grassroots environmental organization based in Rome, Georgia with the mission of 

informing and empowering citizens to protect, preserve and restore North America's 

most biologically diverse river basin.     

      Following the speakers, Liz Cole, Executive Director of the Mountain Conserva-

tion Trust, and Diane Minick, Executive Director of the Upper Etowah River       

Alliance, will be on hand to respond to the two presentations. Both groups partner 

with our Center in promoting environmental education, especially through school 

programming.  

     Reservations are not required and registration will begin at 8:30 a.m. Seating is 

limited so come early. This should be a very interesting morning. There will be time  

following the workshop to speak with the presenters.   

         Georgia’s Official Frontier and Southeastern Indian Interpretive Center  

Volume 12 

Issue 1 

Winter 2011  

 Funk Heritage Center 

has hosted more than 

119,000 visitors          

since opening              

November 16, 1999 

 

FUNK HERITAGE CENTER OF REINHARDT UNIVERSITY 
7300 Reinhardt Circle 
Waleska, GA 30183-2981 

Phone: 770-720-5970 
Fax: 770-720-5965 
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Georgia’s Official Frontier and Southeastern Indian Interpretive Center  

If you are not already a member... 
ENROLL NOW:  FUNK HERITAGE CENTER ONE-YEAR MEMBERSHIP              

(NOTE:  If you are already a member, we will send you a renewal form when your membership is about to expire .) 

    Please PRINT member name(s): _____________________                   Today’s date:_______________________ 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Please PRINT member name (s):                                                        Today’s date:_________________________ 

member # 1:__________________________________member # 2:______________________________________ 

children under 18 years:_________________________________________________________________________ 

mailing address:_______________________________________________________________________________ 

city, state, zip:  ________________________________________________________________________________   

county:________________________ 

day phone:_________________ _night phone:_____________________e-mail______________________________ 

 
Form of payment: check (make payable to Reinhardt University):  ck #:____________  amt:__________________ 

 
MasterCard or VISA (circle one):   amt:_____________ 

card #:_______________________________  exp. date: ___________  signature: ___________________________ 

 
 

Please mail this form to:  Funk Heritage Center, 7300 Reinhardt Circle, Waleska, GA  30183-2981 

     Scouting Programs - Georgia’s First People   

Open to both Boy and Girl Scout groups, merit badge programs are      
designed to meet most of the requirements for an Indian Lore badge. Girl 
Scout Troop 28277 recently participated in a two hour program that intro-
duced the girls to over 1200 years of Southeastern Indian history. Not only 
did they learn about Creek and Cherokee daily life and the clan system, 
they enjoyed playing traditional Indian games. Last fall, we held an all-day 
Saturday merit badge program for Boy Scouts. Using the requirements for 
their badge, FHC staff developed a program that was well received by both 
scouts and their leaders. We will work with leaders to offer programs to 

meet the needs of all age groups including Brownies and Cub Scouts. Call us at 770-720-5970  
or check our website at www.reinhardt.edu/funkheritage.  

 

______ Individual Membership:  $25.00   

  Free admission for one year ·  semi-annual newsletter 
·  half price admission for up to four guests per visit  

·  preferred pricing for special events 

 

_______Family Membership:  $50.00 

·  free admission for one year (immediate family incl. children under 18) 
 ·  semi-annual newsletter  ·  preferred pricing for special events 
·  half price admission for up to four guests per family per visit  



 The Funk Heritage Center relies on  
volunteers who contribute thousands of                                   

hours of service each year!  
Volunteer docents give tours of the  

Museum to children and adults.  
        Gardeners and carpenters help with 

the museum landscaping, carpentry  
and improvements.  

    Want to be a “pioneer?”  
Join our living history volunteers to  

provide programs in the  
Appalachian Settlement!  

 
Call us at 770-720-5970 or visit  

www.reinhardt.edu/funkheritage for 
more information.  

                   Funk Book Club                 
   Monthly, second Tuesday 2—3:30 p.m. in the Buffington Gallery 

                                   Book Club Selections 

 
January 11: Lighthouse by Eugenia Price 
 
February 8: Loosening Corsets: The Heroic Life of Georgia’s Feisty Mrs. 

Felton, First Woman Senator of the United States by A. Louise Staman 

  

March 8: Trail of the Lonesome Pine by John Fox, Jr.  
 

The public is welcome to attend Book Club meetings.  

For information call 770-720-5970 

Director’s Corner…………………….                          
     With the Christmas season behind us, it is time for taking 

stock as we look forward to a new year. It is a season for 

gratefulness. Certainly, it is our volunteers that we are most 

thankful for. Whether guiding our visitors on a tour of the 

museum, conducting classes for school visits or serving as 

historical interpreters in period attire, this cadre includes inspiring friends and 

dedicated workers. We could not do our work without them. 

     I am grateful, too, for our volunteer Advisory Board. They provide a 

bridge between our efforts to tell the story of our region and its people and 

the college--sorry, make that university. They have provided continuity and 

advice, encouragement and material support. By inviting outsiders to our 

meetings, we keep expanding the social context in which we find new board 

members and ways to reach into the larger community. 

     I appreciate our staff. Their flexibility and imagination are great resources, 

as are their enthusiasm. Jayne Hunter, in her first year as School Programs 

Coordinator, has also become our erstwhile photographer and naturalist, 

while coordinating volunteer assignments and building our interpretive pro-

gram. Martha Hout, who generates our public information and manages our 

web pages, has found time to work on grants, recruit volunteers and help me 

pull together our special events, such as Native American Day. Carol Gray, 

who joined us two years ago as a Museum Assistant, is a cheery reception 

person for our visitors and the "go to person" who gets our mailings out and 

manages our Facebook page. Together, Jayne and Carol bring a fresh spirit 

and thoughtfulness to every enterprise.  

     Barbara Starr--once again, becoming a new grandmother, as I write--

manages our museum shop with skill and coordinates everything that goes on 

in visitor's services. And, she is the lynch pin when we go through the plan-

ning and communications that make our annual Georgia History Timeline 

such a success. She also coordinates our weekend workers, Ann Kirchhoff 

and Helen Walker, both of whom are incredibly reliable and dedicated to our 

visitors. 

     We have had both challenges and successes this year, as in any of life's 

undertakings. And, we continue to learn that each year will bring us new 

friends and meaningful new stories to tell about both history and about our 

work together. I am grateful to be in the midst of such a generous and talented 

community of people.                                                 Joseph H. Kitchens 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The mission of the  

Funk Heritage Center  

is to tell the story of the early  

Appalachian settlers and  

Southeastern Indians through educa-

tional programming  

and the collection, care and  

exhibition of art and artifacts.  

Open Tuesday  -  Friday  

9 a.m. -  4 p.m.    

Saturday 10 a.m. -  5 p.m.  

  Sunday 1 -  5 p.m. 

Closed Monday and  Major Holidays  

  FHC Summer Camp Dates Scheduled  
Elohi is the Cherokee word for earth and our 2011 

camp will be all about ecology. Registration will open 

April 11. The camp will be held June 7-10 and the fee 

will be $75 again this year. The camp is limited to 20 

children ages 9—12. Scholarships will be available. 

Call us for information.  

                              2010 Campers  
 

Tuesdays Alive Program Returns     
     The popular Tuesdays Alive program 

returns March 15 and is available every 

Tuesday through May 17. Students will 

see firsthand how the Georgia settlers 

lived and worked when they visit the   

Appalachian Settlement. Living history 

volunteers will demonstrate skills such as 

open-fire cooking, blacksmithing, wood-

working, and quilting. Reservations for 

groups of twenty or more can be made by 

calling 770-720-5970. Please call at least 

three weeks in advance. Admission is $6 

per child. One teacher is free with each 

ten children.  

 

Thank You, Volunteers  
Each year, the FHC staff has a special holiday celebration for   

volunteers. This year, our volunteers enjoyed an afternoon recep-

tion on December 8 and everyone had a great time.    

A drawing was held for door prizes. Bernadette and Tom Connolly won a 

gingerbread cabin made by Joe and Karen Kitchens. 

Bob Andrew (left) and Joy Cook (right) each won a poinsettia plant and 

Pam Shingler (center) won a Christmas cactus.  

Pat Van Buskirk admires a plant won by Lydia Loboy. Volunteers and 

guests enjoyed listening to members of the Bent Tree Strings play a   

variety of dulcimer Christmas music.  Living history volunteers Sue Hansard 

and Karen Witzel demonstrate how 

Georgia settlers lived in the 1840’s.  

  Native American Month 2010 
     On November 13, we hosted over 200 visitors for this annual, free 

public event. The day was filled with fun activities for all ages. The 

visitors enjoyed a flintknapping demonstration, a tepee exhibit, inter-

preters in the Cline Cabin and Native American games. Michael 

Martinez, director of the Reinhardt University library, entertained 

guests with stories about his Native American heritage. He was fol-

lowed by Mark Crawford who provided  humorous sing-along 

music. The day closed with a puppet performance in the museum 

theater by Norma Hornack. Thanks to Boy Scout Troop 125 for 

providing a free hot dog and drink for all scouts in uniform. The weather cooperated, 

making it a perfect fall day to honor American Indians. 

     Celebrating Native American month, WSB TV2 filmed a walking tour of the    

Center and interviewed Executive Director Joe Kitchens for their Sunday morning 

program, People 2 People. The station also aired public service announcements 

(PSA’s) about the museum during the month. Jovita Moore explained that visitors 

will find paintings, artifacts and a theater featuring an award winning film about the 

Southeastern Indians and the Trail of Tears.   

      

 

Lauretta Hannon, 

author of the 

Cracker Queen          

and Margaret  

Jackson at the 

September      

Book Club.  
  Michael Martinez 

Members discuss their         

book of the month. 

Thanks to Eagle Scout David Best and 

Boy Scout leader Joe Byrne who partici-

pated in  our Native American  

Day celebration.  


