
 
 

 
SPECIAL EVENTS 

 

Funk Book Club  
Second Tuesday each month 

2:00 - 3:30 p.m. 

Meet Author Polly Craig 

January 8 
(see page 2) 

 

Upper Etowah River Alliance 

Annual Meeting 

March 2, 3 p.m. 

Tour 1-3 p.m.  
(see page 3) 

 

Mill Town Memories  

Bennett Theater  

March 19, 7 p.m. 

 

Pioneer Days  

School Field Trip  

May 8—9  
(see page 3) 

 

Summer Camp  
June 11-14, 2013 

Call for registration 

Information.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Newsletter of the Funk Heritage Center of Reinhardt University       

 www.reinhardt.edu/funkheritage 

 heritagecenter@reinhardt.edu  

The “Walmart Collection:” We Need Your Help 
     Many of you are aware of Reinhardt University’s efforts to acquire the so called 

“Walmart Artifacts.”  If we are successful in raising the needed funds, the archaeo-

logical remains of more than 2,000 years of Native American habitation along the  

Etowah River will be returned to Georgia, and the most interesting items will be ex-

hibited at the Funk Heritage Center. Our immediate goal is to raise $55,000 to make 

this happen. We hope our volunteers, members and the community will help by mak-

ing donations to this project.  

     In 1994, construction of a new Walmart in Canton opened the doors to this discov-

ery. When contractors encountered archaeological materials, Walmart reacted as a 

good corporate citizen, suspending construction so a scientific excavation could be 

made. The actual work was funded by the Army Corps of Engineers and accomplished 

by Archaeologist Paul Webb’s Atlanta-based firm. Billy Hasty, Reinhardt University 

Board of Trustees Chair, who was Canton city attorney at the time, recalls his amaze-

ment when he saw pottery and stone tools that dated to the time of Christ-and before-

as well as the remnants of Cherokee life. He said, “It was incredible to hold in my 

hand an object used by Native people thousands of years before Canton existed.” 

     The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) assigned an official name to the site: 

“Hickory Log” after a small creek that enters the Etowah River there. Webb’s       

company was acquired by TRC Solutions and Paul relocated. He took the artifacts 

with him to TRC’s Chapel Hill, North Carolina, facility. For 

eighteen years, Paul has worked with this and other collec-

tions. It has been a slow process. The collection includes 

more than 100,000 items. Organizing and analyzing them 

takes time. Pictured (l to r) are Skip Spears, Billy Hasty and 

Paul Webb looking at artifacts from the collection.  

     At the urging of Billy Hasty, Funk Heritage Center     

Director Joe Kitchens located the collection and contacted 

Webb in late 2010.   

             (see “Hickory Log Collection” on page 3)  
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Mill Town Memories—A Walk in Canton’s Past  
     In 1899, Canton Mill was chartered by Robert Jones, the owner of one of the larg-

est mercantile companies in the area. At its height, the mill provided employment for 

one-third of the area’s population and its story is an important part of Cherokee 

County’s history.  

     Jim Satterfield  grew up in the Canton mill village and agreed to relate his memo-

ries for the video camera. Joseph and Anna Lee, two young video and music artists, 

have captured fourteen hours of Jim’s recollections and edited them into a compact 

and poignant document. You may remember the brother and sister team from their 

childhood days as FHC volunteers in our Settlement. Background 

research and interviews were done by Zack Waits, FHC’s 2012 

summer intern from Kennesaw State. The interviews were edited 

into a tight and professional video production which will be 

shown. A panel discussion and Q&A will follow, and attendees 

may contribute to an open discussion.  

     Bring your family photos of mill town life to share. The public 

is invited to this free program which begins at 7:00 p.m. in the 

Bennett Theater at the Funk Heritage Center of Reinhardt Univer-

sity on Tuesday, March 19.  Jim Satterfield  



 The Funk Heritage Center relies on  
volunteers who contribute thousands of                                   

hours of service each year!  
Volunteer docents provide guided tours for                   

children and adults. Gardeners and carpenters 
help with museum landscaping and                    

improvements.  Living history volunteers          
provide programs in our Appalachian Settlement!  

     
770-720-5970  

www.reinhardt.edu/funkheritage     
heritagecenter@reinhardt.edu 

              Funk Book Club                 
      Meetings, second Tuesday 2:00—3:30 p.m.  
 
            Meet Author Polly Craig  

                January 8, 2013 

 
     Polly Craig will discuss her latest book,  A Medal for Dr. Mary. 

This is the story of  Doctor Mary Edwards Walker who is the only 

woman ever to receive the Medal of Honor award for bravery on the 

bloody battlefields of the Civil War. She was born a hundred years 

before her time!  

     The book discusses her graduation from medical school, her un-

compromising campaign to advance women’s rights and her unprece-

dented acceptance as a Union Army surgeon. 

     The author is a resident of Woodstock and lived in California when 

she was an actress. She still does commercials and movie bit parts in 

the Atlanta area. She is a member of the Screen Actors Guild and the 

Atlanta Chapter of The National League of American Pen Women.  

     Other books she has written include Scarlet Acres and Situation 

Desperate: Send Chocolate.  
           The public is welcome to attend book club meetings.  
 

The mission of the Funk Heritage Center  

is to tell the story of the early  

Appalachian settlers and Southeastern Indians through  

educational programming and the collection, care and  

exhibition of art and artifacts.  

Director’s Corner…………………….   

 It has been an exciting year as we pursued 

the Walmart Native American artifacts collection aka 

“Hickory Log” Collection. The Funk is a relatively 

new museum but one that was envisioned and dis-

cussed as long ago as the 1890s. It was designated as  

“Georgia’s Official Frontier and Southeastern Indian 

Interpretive Center” in 2004. Vital to the interpretation of the South-

eastern Indians, the Hickory Log material discussed elsewhere in the 

newsletter, should logically be exhibited in Cherokee County and seen 

by FHC visitors.                              

 Paul Webb came to the University in March, 2012. He 

brought examples of the collection and lectured on the significance of 

the study that had consumed almost half his professional life. An in-

terested audience from Cherokee and surrounding counties turned out 

to hear what Webb had to say. He was enthusiastic about returning the 

collection to Georgia, however, he pointed out that other entities 

would need to be involved in any agreement, including the Corps of 

Engineers and officials at Georgia DNR.      

 Meetings with Georgia officials underscored the importance 

of professional curation of the objects to meet guidelines which are set 

by federal regulators making this an expensive project. Meanwhile, an 

ad hoc committee of the Reinhardt trustees began working through 

some of the issues involved. It was thought a partnership with some 

research entity might be a way around spending the inevitable mil-

lions for curation. Discussions with Dr. Mark Williams, Director of 

the UGA Laboratory of Archaeology, have led to a partnership          

in which we will pay UGA to curate the collection.   

 The Reinhardt Board of Trustees approved of this approach. 

A special committee of the Board was created to help guide the    

process and raise funds to acquire the collection. Former Reinhardt 

President, Dr. Floyd Falany, has been asked to help raise the needed 

funds. The good news is that several people associated with the     

museum have already donated more than half the amount needed for 

Phase I of the project. Appeals are being sent to volunteers, members 

and donors to help fund of this project. We plan to have each donor’s 

name inscribed on a plaque identifying the Hickory Log Collection as 

our own.       

 When the best of the collection is exhibited at the Funk, it 

will be available for the people of our county to see, for our children 

to learn about and for all visitors to appreciate. I hope you will join us 

by sending a check to the “Funk Heritage Center of Reinhardt        

University” marked “For the Hickory Log Collection.” Any surplus 

will be used for Phase II, to create a first class exhibition utilizing the 

Hickory Log material, an effort that will revitalize our museum.   
 The  Hightower Trail Chapter of the Daughters of the 

American Revolution which usually meets in Canton, held its      

November 3rd  meeting at the Funk Heritage Center to celebrate   

Native American month. And, our Native American Day on Novem-

ber 10th was a great success with more than 400 attendees. Thanks to 

Cherokee traditionalist and old friend, Freeman Owle, for helping 

make the day a success. A group of Explorer Scouts set up a tepee, 

dressed in Native American clothing, and played a drum concert while 

our re-enactors shared stories of life on the southern frontier in our log   

cabins.        

 Our March 19, 2013,a Mill Town Memories program will 

be of interest to those who grew up in the Canton mill era as well as 

their decedents.       

 We are looking forward  to the new year and are excited to 

think we will eventually be able to exhibit the Hickory Log artifacts  

at the Center.  

THANK  YOU,  VOLUNTEERS! 

In each issue of our newsletter, we feature a volunteer who  

explains their reason for selecting the Funk Heritage Center for 

their volunteer work. If you visit the museum on a Tuesday 

morning, you will find Linda Baker volunteering at the front 

desk.  She has volunteered hundreds of hours over the years and 

we appreciate her dedication to the Center.    
    “ I have been volunteering at the Funk Heritage Center 
for about 10 years. We moved to Lake Arrowhead around 
that time, and I was very excited to hear there was a Native 
American museum in the small town of Waleska. Because I 
was already interested in the history of the Southeastern 
Indians, it seemed natural to want to be here on a regular 
basis.  
     I love to see the awestruck faces and hear the “wows” 
when young children first step into the building and then see 

their excitement as the docents lead them around the museum. I feel honored 
to be able to participate in the telling of this neglected piece of American his-
tory. I have also made wonderful friends here so I have always felt that I have 
benefitted far more than I have given.”              Linda Baker  

 Hickory Log Collection (cont’d) 
         Later, a delegation from Reinhardt Univer-

sity, including President Thomas Isherwood, 

trustees and members of the museum’s Advisory 

Board, went to Chapel Hill to see the collection. 

The Reinhardt delegation came away hopeful that 

a way could be found to acquire and exhibit these 

artifacts in the Funk Heritage Center—to bring them home. 

Now, once the funds are raised, this will become a reality.   

          If you would like to contribute, checks may be written to 

the “Funk Heritage Center of Reinhardt University” marked 

“For the Hickory Log Collection.” All donations, large and 

small, will help us with this project. Dr. Kitchens said, “It would 

be a thrill for me to see the names of our volunteers, members 

and friends on the donor plaque when our first exhibition of the 

Hickory Log material opens.” 

  

              Pioneer Days—May 8 - 9, 2013 

     This two hour school field trip is held in the Appala-

chian Settlement each May and is 

available for students K-5. Children 

will step back into the 1840’s and 

learn how Georgia settlers lived.  

     Dressed in period clothing, living 

history volunteers will welcome the 

children to historic log cabins, the 

blacksmith shop and a syrup mill. Craftsmen will also 

demonstrate their work. Reservations are limited to 250 

students each day. Call 770-720-5970 for information and 

reservations.   

Welcome Natalie Espinoza  

Natalie is a Reinhardt University work 

study student at the Heritage Center. She 

is assisting our School Activities Coordi-

nator with research. Natalie is a most 

willing worker and  helped us during the 

October History Timeline. In November, 

she dressed as a pioneer lady for Native 

American Day and spoke about the   

history of one of the cabins in the Appa-

lachian Settlement.  

       Hurricane Sandy Visited Settlement  
Perhaps you may have heard 

about our misfortune: a 100-year-

old maple tree broke off and col-

lapsed onto the roof of our corn 

crib, narrowly missing the black-

smith shop. Cost of repair will  

run into the thousands. The roof 

was destroyed and several of the 

logs in the walls were crushed or 

broken. From the tree trunk, Dr. 

Kitchens split about two chords of firewood and carved a 

handle for an antique broad ax using his trusty draw knife 

and bench. Call it “therapy” for the museum director.  

           Dr. Joseph Kitchens 

Above, Joan Poole received       (l to r) Wayne Glowka, Martha Hout, 

a door prize.                               and volunteer Karen Witzel.   

 

                      Scout Saturdays 
     Programs for both Boy and Girl Scouts of 

all ages are available at the Heritage Center 

one Saturday each month. They are designed to 

meet the needs of various ages of children. All  

programs begin at 10 a.m. and last until noon. 

Indian Lore programs will help a scout meet their merit badge 

requirements. The child will see a 15 minute film on the South-

eastern Indians and then go to the Hall of the Ancients. Here they 

will learn how and where the Indians lived, clan relationships, 

language, dress, and see artifacts. Before leaving, the group will 

play Indian games. The fee is $8 plus tax per scout with a $50 

minimum for a group. There is no charge for the leader and one 

assistant leader. Call for information or check our website at 

www.reinhardt.edu/funkheritage.  

  Paul Webb 

    Volunteer Christmas Reception 
      More than twenty-five volunteers attended our annual 

Volunteer Christmas Reception on December 6th—our tenth  

such event. Many of them have served for more than ten 

years. Dr. Joe Kitchens said, “It is inspiring to me to realize 

how generous and enthusiastic our volunteers are.” Reinhardt 

President, Dr. Tom Isherwood and the Reinhardt Dean of 

Arts and Humanities, Dr. Wayne Glowka, were on hand to 

thank volunteers for their service to Reinhardt University and 

the Funk Heritage Center. 

Upper Etowah River Alliance Annual Meeting  
      The annual Upper Etowah River Alliance meeting will 

be held  on March 2, 2013 from 3pm to 6pm with tours of the 

Funk Heritage Center from 1-3 p.m. Pictured left  is UERA    

Director Diane Minick.  Board member Don 

Wells will be the guest speaker this year. He is 

President of the Mountain Stewards and author of  

the book, Mystery of the Trees. Known around the 

nation for his work on Native American trails, he 

has produced a documentary about the knowledge 

of the Elders. The topic of his talk is "In the Pres-

ence of the Elders" and will include a video documentary of his 

work with tribal elders around the country.                                                      

 During the event, a meal will be served. A silent auction 

will be held to help raise funds for UERA education programs. 

Tickets will be sold for this event and seating will be limited. For 

more information or to reserve your place, contact Diane Minick 

at dminick@etowahriver.org or 770-704-5479. You can watch 

the UERA facebook page and website for more information. 

(www.etowahriver.org & go to www.facebook.com/

UpperEtowahRiverAlliance)  


