
 
 

 
 

 

Funk Book Club  
Second Tuesday each month 

2:00 - 3:30 p.m. 

 

Tuesday, February 3 — 2 p.m. 

The Etowah Valley Iron Industry 

During the Civil War 

A  lecture by  

Dr. Kenneth Wheeler 

 

Tuesday, February 10—2 p.m. 

Oglethorpe: An Intimate  

Conversation with  

Georgia’s Founder  

Visit with history interpreter  

and author Scott Hodges 

 

Tuesday, February 17—2 p.m. 

Hillbillies: A Modern Product 

 A  lecture by 

Dr. Mark Roberts  

 

Saturday, February 28—10 a.m. 

Dr. Carolyn Newton Curry  

Presents a lecture and  

book signing for 

Suffer and Grow Strong 
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Back in Georgia—The Hickory Log Artifacts 
 Archaeological materials excavated in 1995 at the Hickory Log Creek 

area of Cherokee County have arrived at the University of Georgia in Athens. 

There, they will be curated and preserved in a protective environment. The 

Funk Heritage Center raised $53,000 to have 137 boxes of Cherokee and  

other Native American artifacts conserved at the UGA Laboratory of Archae-

ology. Excavated near the Etowah River at the Canton Walmart construction 

site, these boxes will be inventoried and identified as the Hickory Log        

Collection.  

 Recently, Joseph Kitchens, Executive Director of the Funk Heritage  

Center, William “Billy” Hasty and his wife, Martha, visited the Laboratory. 

They were welcomed by Amanda Thompson, UGA Archaeology Lab     

Manager. Hasty was the City of Canton attorney at 

the time of the excavation and had visited the 

Walmart site during the excavation. Thompson  

explained that the Lab keeps a careful listing of all 

archaeological sites registered in Georgia. She said 

eighteen graduate and undergraduate students work 

at the lab, and she showed the visitors where the 

Hickory Log materials are permanently stored 

among 12,000 other crates in this impressive facili-

ty. Students were cleaning and photographing some 

of the Hickory Log artifacts while others were    

assigning a number to each item and bagging it. 

The item was placed in a bar-coded box which was 

then shelved with thousands of other containers 

stacked floor to ceiling, row after row, in this huge 

windowless building.   (continued on page 2) 

 

Above (L to R) Amanda 

Thompson, Joseph Kitchens, 

Billy Hasty and wife Martha.  

Oglethorpe: An Intimate Conversation with Georgia’s Founder 

 General James Oglethorpe initiated the greatest     

humanitarian enterprise of his era when he launched the 

founding of the English colony of Georgia. Despite the 

common misconception that Georgia was a penal colony, 

his plan was to create a society where farmers and trades-

men prospered and neither slaves nor lawyers were wel-

come. Royal support was given in part because Georgia 

could serve as a buffer against Spanish incursions from 

Florida. On February 10 at 2 p.m., enjoy a chance to ask 

questions of the great man as portrayed by author and   

historical interpreter, Scott Hodges. Light refreshments 

will be served. $10 admission will benefit the Hickory Log Exhibit. Reserva-

tions are required and discount available for members. 770-720-5967. 



Volunteer! 
 The Funk Heritage Center relies on volunteers            

who contribute thousands of hours of service            
each year!  

Volunteer docents provide guided tours for children 
and adults. Gardeners and carpenters help with        

museum landscaping and improvements.                                               
Living history volunteers provide programs in the        

Appalachian Settlement!  
     

Become a volunteer! Call 770-720-5970.  

 Director’s Corner ……..     
 Holidays are a time for gratitude 

and the Heritage Center has many     

reasons to be grateful. In the past year, 

we completed fund raising ($53,000) for 

curation of the Hickory Log artifacts, a 

collection that will be very important as 

we move toward exhibiting the many 

artifacts reflecting the Etowah region’s 

history. We do appreciate our donors for making this 

possible.  

 We will participate in the statewide February 

“Georgia History Month” sponsored by the Georgia 

Historical Society. Thanks to the Amicalola EMC for 

giving us $1,000 to help launch a special program for 

February 2015. The gift will allow us to bring Scott 

Hodges, a well-known historical interpreter who     

portrays General James Oglethorpe to do some pro-

grams. Scott appears at our annual Georgia History 

Timeline program. Also in February, Dr. Carolyn   

Curry will be here to lecture on her recent biography of 

Gertrude Clanton Thomas, an amazing story of a wom-

an’s rise to prominence in Georgia after the Civil War. 

Carolyn has waived her speaker’s fee to help us raise 

money for the exhibition of the Hickory Log artifacts.  

THANK  YOU,  VOLUNTEERS! 

 In each issue of our newsletter, we feature a volunteer who  

explains their reason for selecting the Heritage Center for their     

volunteer work. Peggy Ray Simpson has volunteered as a “living 

history pioneer” presenting programs in our   

historic log cabins for many years.  

 

“It’s rewarding to educate others on the life 

and times of the American pioneers. It is an 

endless delight to see students and other   

visitors intrigued by the life and hardships   

of the people who came before us.”  

                                                             

                                                                Peggy Ray Simpson  

 

Funk  Heritage Center Book Club  
Meets 2 p.m. on second Tuesday each month  

Book Club meetings are open to the public.           

 

January 13 - The Cotton Patch Evidence: The 

Story of Clarence Jordan and the Koinonia Experiment (1942-

1970) by Dallas Lee 

 

February 10 - Suffer and Grow Strong: The Life of Ella Ger-

trude Clanton Thomas (1834-1907) by Carolyn Newton Curry  

 

March 10 The Son by Phillip Meyer  

Back in Georgia continued  
Hasty now serves as Chairman of the 

Reinhardt University Board of Trus-

tees. At one time, he owned the land 

where the Walmart was built, and he 

was instrumental in the quest to locate 

the artifacts and bring them back to 

Georgia. On the left, Hasty is pictured 

with Amanda Thompson looking at 

some of the artifacts.                    

Following the archaeological “dig,” the artifacts went to 

Chapel Hill, North Carolina where the lead archaeologist, 

Paul Webb, spent years organizing and studying them.  

 Kitchens opened boxes containing items from the 

Cherokee era and Hasty said, “I am amazed these items are 

in such good condition. I remember seeing some of them 

as they came out of the ground.” Hasty commented, “We 

are fortunate to have this relationship with the University 

of Georgia where these relics will remain safe and can be 

seen by future generations.” Archaeologists have indicated 

this collection may comprise the largest cache of historic 

Cherokee artifacts ever found in Georgia. Kitchens indicat-

ed that the knowledge from this archaeological find will 

add to the fascinating history of the North Georgia region 

and the Cherokee Indians.  

 The Center is soliciting 

funds so the Hickory Log  

material can be exhibited in 

an engaging way, one that 

opens the window into the 

past on the ancient keepers of 

the Etowah. It is important for future generations to learn 

about their heritage, and we are planning exciting displays 

of interest to both children and adults. Once $100,000 is 

raised for permanent exhibits and the displays are installed, 

the most interesting artifacts will be selected for the public 

to view.  

 Thousands of school students visit the Center each 

year in addition to visitors from all over the US and many 

countries. Kitchens said, “We hope many people will   

consider making a generous donation to the Funk Heritage 

Center so we can install permanent displays from five   

periods of native occupation in Cherokee County.” For 

more information about the Center and the Hickory Log 

project, call 770-720-5970 or visit www.reinhardt.edu/

funkheritage.  

 
                                                                                

 

 

 

 

Meet Author Dr. Carolyn Curry  

Book Signing and Lecture   
 Meet author Dr. Carolyn Curry on Satur-

day, February 28 at the Funk Heritage Center. 

Refreshments will be served at 9:30 and her 

lecture will begin at 10 a.m. Her biography of 

Ella Gertrude Clanton Thomas reads like that 

of fictional heroine Scarlet O’Hara. The 

daughter of one of the richest men of the 

South, she saw her world collapse when the 

Civil War destroyed her family’s wealth and 

position. Struggling alongside a college-educated man whose 

determination and qualities seemed lacking, she fought to sustain 

her children and to build an independent life of her own.  

 College educated, she became a writer and activist champi-

oning the rights of women, and became a leader like Susan B. 

Anthony and Georgia’s own Rebecca Latimer Felton, the         

nation’s first woman senator. Admission is $10.00 and will    

benefit the Hickory Log Collection exhibition at the Funk.      

Discount available for members. Reservations are required, call 

770-720-5967.      

The Etowah Valley Iron Industry  

During the Civil War 
 

 Dr. Ken Wheeler, a popular  professor  

of history at Reinhardt University, has opened 

many students’ horizons by involving them in 

local and public history research. His program 

on the iron industry folds the story of the   

industrialization of the Etowah Valley into 

that of the rise and fall of the Confederate War 

 effort. The struggle with an industrialized enemy forced the 

south to do likewise. Despite defeat, the war prepared a 

new generation of southern entrepreneurs to help build the 

“New South.” His lecture will be in the Bennett History 

Museum at 2 p.m. on Tuesday, February 3. Call 770-720-

5967 for reservations, donations are welcome.  

“Hillbillies:” A Modern Product Lecture, Feburary 17 

   Dr. Mark Roberts is Vice President 

at Reinhardt University and Dean of Aca-

demic Affairs. His training and research in 

American Studies include an effort to un-

derstand how the “hillbilly” stereotype of 

Appalachian people emerged in the early 

twentieth century. As the automobile 

brought Americans into contact with 

mountain people, comic strips and 

“hillbilly” advertising images helped 

outsiders believe-often wrongly-that 

they understood the people and culture 

of the southern highlands. His lecture 

will be at 2 p.m. in the Bennett History 

Museum on Tuesday, February 17. Call 

770-720-5967 for reservations, donations are welcome.  

Amicalola EMC Assists Center’s History Month  
 Each February, Georgia History Month commemorates 

the founding of the British Colony of 

Georgia. Many events celebrating 

Georgia’s history are held throughout 

the state. Thanks to a donation from 

Amicalola EMC, FHC will participate 

in the 2015 statewide Georgia History 

Festival sponsored by the Georgia Historical Society.  

 Pictured above, John Bennett, vice chairman of the   

Amicalola EMC, presented a check to Joseph Kitchens.   

Bennett also serves on the Advisory Board for the Center and 

is a member of the Reinhardt University Board of Trustees. 

The Center’s Bennett History Museum is named after John 

H. Bennett Sr. and wife, Ethel. They were major  contr ib-

utors to establishing the Funk Heritage Center.  

 The Canton Walmart store donated $1,000 in     

response to a grant request from us. The proposal  

was for some technical equipment to use in helping us 

with STEM-based educational programming. We  

purchased a new “smart TV” to be used mainly for       

on-line and in-house demonstration videos, as well as 

special presentations. In effect, the Buffington      

Gallery can now function as a theater for small groups 

of fifty or fewer people and with the added function-

ality of wi-fi.  

 This fall, we had more school field trips than we 

have had during the past few years, perhaps reflecting 

some improvement in the economy and our own      

consistent work in refining our programming to meet 

teacher expectations. We strive to offer the best possi-

ble educational opportunities to meet the needs of 

school children and our many dedicated volunteers 

help make this possible.  

 Thankfully, many new volunteers have joined us 

and they have many talents. A total of thirty people 

help our staff with living history programs and are  

docents for school field trips. Some volunteers work 

at our reception desk and others help maintain our 

landscape and assist with inside projects. All are tal-

ented and enthusiastic. Also, to the list of volunteers  

must be our Advisory Board which has offered so 

much encouragement and generous financial support. 

 We are looking forward to another interesting 

year in 2015 and thank our supporters for helping us 

continue to meet our mission.   

   Joe Kitchens, Executive Director  

http://www.reinhardt.edu/funkheritage
http://www.reinhardt.edu/funkheritage

