
 
 

 
 

 

Funk Book Club  
Second Tuesday each month 

2:00 - 3:30 p.m. 

 

Smithsonian Museum Day 
Saturday, September 27 

10 a.m.—5 p.m. 

See Page 3 

 

Georgia History Timeline 
School Field Trip 

October 8—9, 2014 

 

Native American Day 
Saturday, November 8 

10 a.m.—5 p.m. 

 
 

The mission of the Funk  

Heritage Center is to tell the  

story of the early Appalachian 

settlers and Southeastern  

Indians through educational  

programming and the collection, 

care and exhibition of  

art and artifacts.  
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The Hickory Log Artifacts 
     On May 15, 2014, the Funk Heritage Center held a press conference announcing  

the Hickory Log Collection, excavated on the Canton Walmart site, would return to 

Georgia in June. Thanks to FHC volunteers, members, our Advisory Board and the 

community, $53,000 was raised to have these artifacts curated at the University of 

Georgia Laboratory of Archaeology. Speaking about the importance of this collection 

are (left to right) Chairman of Reinhardt University’s Board of Trustees, Mr. Billy 

Hasty, President of the University, Dr. Thomas Isherwood, and Dr. Mark      

Williams, Director  of the UGA Laboratory of Archaeology.  

 

     Executive Director of the Center, Dr. Joe Kitchens (right), thanked everyone  

responsible for helping with this project. He “kicked off” phase two of the project 

and said “The goal is to raise sufficient funds to exhibit the artifacts at the Center. 

We plan to develop exciting exhibits that will include up-to-date technology and also 

display archaeological background information. We also want visitor-friendly exhib-

its that will coincide with school curriculum requirements. We hope the public will 

contribute to this project as it is important for the history of Cherokee County and 

the Etowah River region.”  

Celebrating Fifteen Years  

Native American Day November 8 
 Each year, the Funk Heritage     

Center holds a free public event during    

Native American month honoring the first 

people who lived in America. The Ben-

nett History Museum will open at 10 a.m. 

and docents will be on hand in the Hall of 

the Ancients to discuss Southeastern Indi-

an life. Weather permitting, visitors can 

go to the Appalachian Settlement and 

visit log cabins from 10 a.m. until noon.   

 Carl Etheridge will be on hand to 

identify Native American artifacts from   

1until 3 p.m. He retired as the chief rang-

er at the Allatoona Reservoir and is a 

member of the  Society for Georgia Ar-

chaeology. This is a great day for scouts 

of all ages to visit the museum. Hot dogs 

and drinks will be sold for $1 each.                                                                                       
           

              (Continued on page 3) 



Volunteer! 
 The Funk Heritage Center relies on volunteers            

who contribute thousands of  hours of service each year!  
Volunteer docents provide guided tours for children and 

adults. Gardeners and carpenters help with museum 
landscaping and improvements.                                               

Living history volunteers provide programs in the        
Appalachian Settlement!  

     
Become a volunteer! Call 770-720-5970  

www.reinhardt.edu/funkheritage    

 Director’s Corner ……..     
 In May, we announced that we had raised 

$53,000 to pay for the curation of the Hickory Log 

(Walmart) collection which will be carried out by   

Dr. Mark Williams and his staff at the University 

of Georgia’s Laboratory of Archaeology. Meanwhile, 

we have been soliciting (and receiving) donations to 

launch the next stage of this project: creating exhibits that will tell the 

Hickory Log story in a way that will engage and excite. Hopefully, the 

two grants we applied for recently will be funded. Perhaps  you will 

consider making a donation to this project.  

 A number of the artifacts in the collection are from the period of 

Cherokee presence, a historic period for which written records exist. 

In fact, many of these artifacts are easily recognizable as European-

made trade goods. In a tourism grant application, we are seeking 

funds to display these artifacts as a part of our 1838 Cherokee removal 

(Trail of Tears) exhibit. This grant proposal was, we hope, strength-

ened by the fact that we have become a certified interpretive site for 

the National Park Service Trail of Tears. 

 In the second and larger grant proposal, funds would allow us to 

exhibit much more of the Hickory Log material. Our plan includes 

linking these artifacts to several periods of Native American occupa-

tion so that Hickory Log artifacts will inform us about more than two 

thousand years of human history here on our “home ground.”  

 One of our goals for the exhibition is to have a professionally 

designed, digital animation of how archaeology works. We want to 

show how archaeology uses the applied sciences, sciences as diverse 

as, say, agronomy and pharmacology, to understand what ancient sites 

have to say. Archaeology’s “reach” grows as technology expands its 

frontiers. This ties in well with S.T.E.M. (Science, Technology, Engi-

neering and Math) programs in the public schools which we are work-

ing to support by revisiting our own curriculum. S.T.E.M. is less 

about pure science (such as chemistry and physics) than it is about the 

applied science, technology and engineering. It seems a safe guess 

that the applied fields offer greater opportunities for employment in 

the future.  

 At the same time, much of our collection - especially our re-

markable tool collection - encourages our audiences to see the modern 

world as having been largely created by the evolution of science and 

technology. The” Columbian exchange” of ideas and trade, fostered 

by the discovery of the Americas flowed on a current of technology 

ranging from metallurgy to naval engineering to navigation, opening 

the modern age. Technology is hardly new and hardly unique to our 

own times. Demonstrating that will always be part of the work of  

museums.                                       

                                                   Joseph H. Kitchens   

              Executive Director  

THANK  YOU,  VOLUNTEERS! 

 In each issue of our newsletter, we feature a volunteer who  

explains their reason for selecting the Heritage Center for their     

volunteer work. Karen Witzel has been a volunteer since the museum 

opened 15 years ago. She is a living history “pioneer” volunteer and 

she is an accomplished quilter. During History Alive programs, or the 

Georgia History Timeline, visitors may find Karen in one of the   

historic log cabins talking about how the pioneers 

lived during the 1840’s or she may be demonstrating 

quilting seated on the front porch.  

  
“I volunteer because I love to teach others how things 

were done or made in "the old days". History is so 

much more interesting if there is a live demonstration, 

thus "living history" is my specialty. “ 

                                                                                        Karen Witzel 

Smithsonian Museum Day Live—September 27 
 The Funk Heritage Center will open its doors free of 

charge on Saturday September 27, 2014, as part of Smith-

sonian Magazine’s tenth annual Museum Day Live! The 

Museum Day Live tickets will be available to download 

beginning in August at Smithsonian.com/museumdaylive. 

Visitors who present the Museum Day Live! ticket will 

gain free entrance for two people at participating venues 

for one day only. One ticket is permitted per household, 

per email address. Only visitors with the downloaded tick-

et will be admitted to the museum at no cost. Come visit 

and enjoy the day!  

 

 

 

Sept 9, 2014, Unbroken by Laura Hellenbrand 

Oct. 14, 2014, Mockingbird Next Door: Life with                                                                                             

    Harper Lee by Marja Mills    

                          ********** 

            Native American Day  (continued from page 1) 

 All scouts in uniform will receive a free hot dog and drink 

and children will enjoy playing Native American games. We 

appreciate Scoutmaster Joe Byrne and members of Eagle 

Troop 125 for  helping us with this event again this year .                             

 Our 15 minute film on the Southeastern 

Indians will be shown throughout the day alter-

nating with a 20 minute film on the Trail of 

Tears.                                                            

 Volunteer Laura Tuttle will be in one of our 

historic log cabins in the Settlement. Visitors 

will enjoy talking to her about her Cherokee   

heritage and also meeting other volunteers in the 

Settlement.          

 For additional information, check our website at 

www.reinhardt.edu/funkheritage.  

            Georgia History Timeline  
 

 

         Home School Programs    

  

 

 

 The Funk Heritage Center is pleased to offer                              

guided tours for our growing home school population.                     

This opportunity is available for groups of ten or more                   

children and their parents.                                           

 Admission for guided tours is $5 for a one hour tour or $6 for 

the hour and a half tour for each student in the group. Adults pay 

regular admission of $6. Weather permitting, a visit to the Appala-

chian Settlement may be added to the cost of a regular tour for an 

additional $2 fee. Students enjoy going into the log cabins and learn-

ing how pioneers lived. Make reservations for the Georgia History 

Timeline, $12 admission children/adults.     

 Please visit our website, www.reinhardt.edu/funkheritage for 

more information about educational tours and special home school 

programs or contact Julie Clark at jsc@reinhardt.edu.                               

     ********** 

 Note: This ar ticle by Joe Kitchens was or iginally published 

in the Lake Arrowhead News in 2010. Because it is an interest-

ing story about a long-ago resident of Waleska, Rosa Pendleton 

Chiles, and  because the book was recently read and discussed 

by members of our Book Club, I thought our readers would   

enjoy learning more about this lady.                            Editor                                                                                                                   

  

Reinhardt Teacher: From Waleska to 

Washington, D.C. 
By Joseph H. Kitchens  

 Many historians do what I do. They keep several projects 

going all the time, waiting for the travel opportunity that will 

enable them to finish the story they are weaving. That has been 

the case in telling the story of a young school teacher who came 

to Waleska from rural Virginia in the 1880s. When her position 

at the Reinhardt School was eliminated because of the financial 

panic that struck the country in 1893, Rosa Pendleton Chiles 

packed her bags and went north to try to convince a few of the 

wealthiest men in America to give money so that the little school 

for mountain children could continue to do its work. Well, the 

times were apparently wrong for such an effort. But, the school 

survived. Rosa vanished from my radar at that point. 

Then in 1900 she worte a novel, Down 

Among the Crackers. The title probably did 

not win many enthusiastic readers in Chero-

kee  County. Her disgust in telling of culture 

that encouraged early marriages, men doing 

little and women shouldering most of the  

burden of survival was intended to awaken 

young mountain folk to the need for educa-

tion such as the little school in Waleska might 

provide, instruction in the “Three R’s” but 

undergirded by a foundation of Methodist-

style Christianity. She disappears from the 

record – or at least from my research again. Then, in 1910,    

articles by her begin appearing in the best magazines in the 

country. Her writing details unrelated subjects: progressive   

farming, the discovery of anesthesia, American poetry, the    

opium trade. 

 By 1914 she has become an archivist for the Navy Depart-

ment. Was it the result of her writing? Could it have been the 

influence of the new wife of the widowed President Woodrow 

Wilson, Edith Boling Galt? Rosa grew up in Louisa, Virginia, 

not far from the new Mrs. Wilson’s childhood home, Wythville.  

Maybe she had curried favor with the Assistant Secretary of the 

Navy, a young man destined to be a Vice Presidential nominee 

in 1920 and winner of the presidential race in 1932, Franklin 

Delano Roosevelt. More of her writings appear, especially    

concerning Alfred Thayer Mahan, friend of Theodore Roosevelt 

and author of the naval strategy that had made the US a power  

in the Pacific after the Spanish American War in 1898. There  

are many research possibilities in play here. 

 Finally, in the 1920s she joins other archivists and progres-

sive reformers in urging Congress to create our National        

Archives. The federal government was in many ways risking our 

national history and records by renting space in warehouses and 

ignoring modern preservation practices. Fires had destroyed 

many records, including the national census of 1890. Chiles  

testified before Congress and ultimately our great National     

Archives Building was completed during the Hoover presidency.  

Reinhardt Teacher (continued) 
 

Now it is the main repository of our official records, including trea-

ties, Congressional records, records of the Army and Navy, as well  

as photographic records of our national parks and historical build-

ings. But do they have records of the effort to create the archives that  

mention Rosa Pendleton Chiles? Not that I have found. Fortunately, 

she was invited to testify before Congress and we have her remarks 

urging the creation of a repository for the nation’s records. 

 Contrary to what most folks think, very few of our historical 

records and manuscripts are available on line and visiting the reposi-

tories of those records is often the only way to do the research.  So I 

must wait for my next opportunity to visit Washington, or the Wilson 

presidential library in Staunton, Virginia, or make my way to the 

Wilson Papers saved at Princeton where he was president before be-

coming a politician.          

 Why bother? Perhaps, Rosa Pendleton’s Chiles’ story will be 

inspiring to the current generation of students at Reinhardt. But there 

is a larger story. She was part of a generation of women who created 

their own professions. Born during or shortly after the Civil War, 

these women were the suffragettes, the muckrakers, the DAR organ-

izers, the novelists, the clerks and the organizers who ushered in the 

twentieth century and pioneered the “career open to talent” for   

American women. 

 Funk Heritage Book Club                      
Meetings 

The 9th Georgia History Timeline will be held 

this year on October 8 & 9. Professional re-

enactors Jim Sawgrass and General James   

Oglethorpe will again share Georgia’s history 

with students 2nd—8th grades in our Appalachi-

an Settlement. Abraham Lincoln and Hernando 

de Soto will also return.  

Teachers should make reservations early for this one-of-a-kind 

field trip. Groups of home school students are welcome to at-

tend.  Admission is $12 child/adult. Call Barbara Starr at 770-

720-5967 to make reservations. Visit our website for more   

information, www.reinhardt.edu/funkheritage. 


