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_______ Individual Membership:  $25.00   
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         New Exhibits Opened to the Public September 30 

     After years of planning, months of design work, and sorting through artifact boxes 
stored at the University of Georgia Laboratory of Archaeology, two new exhibits 
opened in the Hall of Ancients. Phase I include History Beneath Our Feet and Life 
Along the Etowah. Both exhibits display Hickory Log artifacts excavated at the 
Canton Walmart site in 1995. “We hope  to 
have Phase II finished during 2017,” said Dr. Joe 
Kitchens. “It will feature the Cherokee and 
explain how they lived in Georgia before they 
were moved to Oklahoma in 1838.”  
     Over 150 invited guests attended the 
opening on Sept. 29. A ribbon-cutting ceremony 
and reception were held. Pictured cutting the 
ribbon are Dr. Kina Mallard, Reinhardt 
University’s President, and Doris Jones, mayor of Waleska. Also in the photo, Billy 
Hasty, Chairman of RU’s Board of Trustees, Skip Spears, Chairman of the FHC 
Advisory Board, Dr. Mark Williams, director of the UGA Laboratory of Archaeology, 
and William Brogdon and Rebecca McCallum representing The Hudgens Family 
Foundation that donated matching funds for the project.                                                                      
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Georgia History Month Programs  
     February will bring three programs at the Bennett Theater on Tuesdays at 2 
p.m. as part of Georgia History Month.  

 Feb. 7: Dr. William Rawlings will present a lecture on Controversial       
 History: The Political Nature of Reconstruction 1865-1877.  

 Feb. 14:  Dr. George Lamplugh will talk about The News from  
Cherokee County: Elias Boudinot and the Cherokee Phoenix, 1 

 Feb. 21: Dan Roper, editor of the Georgia Backroads magazine, will present 
James Vann: A Man Feared by Many and Loved by Few.  

This is a fascinating lecture series covering the years of the Reconstruction Era, the 
Cherokee removal and the influential Cherokee James Vann, who was a leader of 
the Upper Towns of East Tennessee and North Georgia. Admission for each 
program is $10, members $5 and reservations are required. Call 770-720-5967. 

 

Diane Minick Honored   
At the November Advisory Board meeting, Diane Minick 
(pictured with Dr. Joe Kitchens) was honored for her work 
on the Life Along the Etowah exhibit. It features the 
ecology of the Etowah watershed showing how Native 
Americans depended on the environment, surviving for 
thousands of years. Dr. Kitchens explained, “In the past, 
Diane helped us with the native plant landscaping project 
and environmental programs for the children’s Nature 
Club and summer camp. In addition, she headed up the 

fundraising drive for the new exhibits. She has been a wonderful friend of the 
Center.” Diane is the director of the Upper Etowah River Alliance. 
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 Funk Heritage Center has 

welcomed more than 161,000 

visitors since opening    

 November 16, 1999 

 

 
Funk Book Club  

Second Tuesday each month 

2:00-3:30 p.m. 

 

 

Georgia History Month  

Free Admission  

Museum Sunday-February 5 

(see page 3) 

 

March Lunch and Learn 

Thursdays at 11:30 a.m. 

March 2, 9, 16 

Fee $10, $5 for members 
(see page 2) 

 

 Georgia History Month         

Programs  

Tuesdays at 2 p. m. 



 
Volunteer! 

 The Funk Heritage Center relies on volunteers            
who contribute thousands of hours of service            

each year!  
Volunteer docents provide guided tours for      

children and adults. Gardeners and carpenters 
help with museum landscaping and improvements. 
Living history volunteers provide programs in the 

Appalachian Settlement!  
     

Become a volunteer! Call 770-720-5970.  
www.reinhardt.edu/funkheritage    

 

 

        New Exhibits: Fresh Ideas                                                                                                                             
 This has been the busiest fall in years. More schools visits, more tours, and construction of new 
exhibits have kept us busy and excited … and inspired many new ideas! Meeting the needs of teachers 
and students is a special challenge that requires the efforts of all the people on our staff.  Every school 
field trip is carefully planned on our end, so things will go smoothly and measure up to teachers’ ex-
pectations. Many factors figure into our planning: Curriculum objectives, time of year, new exhibits, 
weather conditions, lunch arrangements, class sizes, volunteer availability and more. At times, we put 
on another hat and fill in for living history volunteers or docents when they can’t come. We enjoy 
those opportunities!  

     Amy Baker is our School Activities Coordinator. She is like a field coach when school buses arrive. She is the one who 
coordinates scheduling with volunteer docents and living history interpreters to conduct tours and presentations for each 
school group. Amy makes certain the teacher gets the tour or program that will meet the needs of the students. Martha 
Hout is our Program and Public Relations Coordinator. She helps develop programs, recruits and trains our volunteers, 
and sees that our programs are well publicized.  
     Barbara Starr is our Administrative Assistant and is also in charge of the museum store. In addition to those duties, 
she accepts calls from teachers and makes reservations for school trips. Riki Poarch became a member of our team in No-
vember. She is a Reinhardt graduate and works as our Museum Assistant. Riki previously was a social studies teacher and 
will help to us in the future as we plan school activities.  
     The May 2017 Pioneer Days and next fall’s Georgia History Timeline are already being planned. And, we are carefully 
considering the best approach for our next round of new exhibits. We have incorporated many new artifacts and infor-
mation from the Hickory Log Collection in our latest exhibits. In our next phase, we will feature Cherokee life in the 1830s 
and their removal to Oklahoma. This fits well with our designation as a National Park Service Trail of Tears Interpretive Site. 
It also means telling the part of the Cherokee story that brings them into a new and very different world, to the edge of the 
Great Plains on the eve of the Civil War and the horrific Indian wars that accompanied America’s western expansion.  
     I would be remiss if I did not mention our dedicated weekend staff. For years, Helen Walker and Ann Kirchhoff have wel-
comed visitors to the museum and occasionally assisted us during the week. We have a great team! Every day presents 
new challenges that we take seriously. We frequently review these questions: What is our story? How do we tell it effec-
tively? How do we make it relevant for school students and adult visitors?  

Dr. Joe Kitchens, Executive Director  

 

 

 

 

 

 
     Each February, more than 60 cultural institutions in 
Georgia participate in this annual family event during the 
Georgia Historical Society’s History Month. Visitors 
experience our state’s rich history and cultural life as 
historic sites, museums, and other points of interest 
throughout Georgia open their doors to the public free of 
charge on Sunday, Feb. 5. The Funk Heritage Center will 
participate again this year and will be open from 1 to 5 p.m. 
This is a great opportunity for parents to take their children 
to visit a museum and for visitors of all ages to experience 
history in their own backyard.  

 

Hunter Reeves  
Completes Eagle 

Scout Project         

Jason Hunter Reeves, a 
member of Canton’s 
Boy Scout Troop 125, 
completed his Eagle 
Scout service project at 

the Funk Heritage Center in the fall. Members of his troop 
helped him construct a 12-foot-by-12-foot pole shed in the 
Appalachian Settlement. In addition to designing the shed, 
Hunter determined the building materials, tools, and equip-
ment necessary for the project and obtained everything re-
quired to complete it. “I know it took a great deal of time to 
plan, design and gather the materials for Hunter’s project,” 
Dr. Joe Kitchens, executive director for the Heritage Center, 
said. “This is a very significant accomplishment and a gift to 
the Center’s Appalachian Settlement that he can proudly say 
was done in the spirit of Scouting. This pole shed will provide 
a covered place that will be used by craftsmen demonstrating 
their craft for many years.”  
     “Members of Troop 125 have assisted the Funk Heritage 
Center with many projects over the years. We appreciate the 
boys and their Scout Master, Mr. Charles Burgess, as well as 
all of the adults who assist their Scouts with these communi-
ty service projects,” said Martha Hout, program coordinator 
for the Heritage Center. Pictured below are members with 
some parents from Troop 125 showing off the project.   

 

  Dr. Joe Kitchens thanks Hunter Reeves. 

Special Thanks To….. 
Mike Soto is a photographer and owner of      
Photos by Soto. He volunteered to take the drone 
video of the Etowah River that is included in the 
new exhibit, Life Along the Etowah. Not only did he 
photograph the river, he spent many hours 
providing us with the technical assistance necessary 
so we could show the video on the exhibit monitor. 
You can see some of his work and contact him at  
www.photosbysoto. com   

                                   …………………………... 
 If you have been to FHC lately, you may have noticed that our 
large canoe has been moved 
to the center of the 
longhouse. In August, when 
we were working the new 
exhibits, Dr. Joe Kitchens 
decided he would like to have 
the canoe moved. This was 
not an easy task because it 
weighs over 400 pounds. 
Some wonderful guys came to the rescue.  Pictured above, with Dr. 
Kitchens, are seven football players who were on campus for the 
summer. They came to our assistance. Thanks, guys!!!  
                                ……………………………. 

                              

 
Meet our Staff 

Barbara Starr                  Martha Hout                     Amy Baker  

Most Friday mornings, you will see our volunteer 
gardener who plants a butterfly garden each 
spring. He has been helping keep our landscape 
looking good and weed free since 2007. He calls 
himself  “Handyman Van.” Mr. Van Buskirk and 
his wife, Pat, who works at our front desk, 
seldom miss a Friday. They will have been 
volunteering at the Center for 10 years in May. 

MARCH LUNCH AND LEARN SERIES 
March 2, 9, 16  

Bring your lunch and join Tom McElhinny in 
the Buffington Gallery at 11:30 a.m. on Thursdays in 
March when he gives 45-minute presentations on 
Native American history. You can attend one or all of 
the programs, with or without bringing your lunch.  
 Tom has been a docent at the Funk Heritage Center for a number of 
years. He has traveled extensively visiting Native American historical 
sites throughout the country and enjoys making history interesting 
for both adults and children. The fee for each program is $10, $5 for 
members. The fee for the entire three programs is $25 or $10 for 
members. Call 770-720-5967 for reservations.       
                                                          

 March 2: The Mound Building Indians: The Mississippian Culture 

 March 9: The Five Civilized Tribes of the South: The Creek,  
Cherokee, Chickasaw, Choctaw, and Seminole. 

 March 16: The Great Indian Chiefs of the South: All of the major 
tribes in the south created great leaders from very early times. 
through the period of Indian removal.  

 
Call 770-720-5967 for reservations. 

Ann Kirchhoff                  Riki Poarch                    Helen Walker  

Director’s Corner 

Super Museum 

      Sunday   
 February 5, 2017 


