
                      
Retirement looms. I will not be giving up my 
profession (I am a historian), but I am giving up my job after 18 years 
at the Funk Heritage Center. What I will miss most are my fellow staff members and our 
army of devoted volunteers. They have made everything easier and more enjoyable. In fact, it 
would be closer to the truth to say they have made it possible. 

Staffers must rearrange their personal responsibilities to meet the core needs of a museum. 
Like most museums, however, the cost of having paid interpreters for every school class or 
group tour would be a financial burden most museums could not sustain.

During my tenure, we have enjoyed the help of more than 50 committed and capable 
volunteers - many of them retirees. Why? Often it’s the thrill of doing things they never had a chance to do before - to be a 
blacksmith, to practice an old craft like spinning, to be a teacher, to indulge an interest in history. For many, it’s the thrill of helping 
children learn.

Several of our volunteers have been with the museum longer than I have. This includes members of our always-supportive volunteer 
Advisory Board. Retired business and professional men and women, a former university president, a world traveler and one-time 
“Rosie the Riveter” during World War II, a small town mayor, a physician and a veterinarian all have made a commitment because they 
felt it was important to serve, to educate and to preserve our heritage. 

Our small staff does an amazing job. Nearly 170,000 people have visited the museum. Together we have managed exhibits, publicity 
and membership, visitor services, volunteer coordination, school class tours, museum store operations, collections management, 
exhibits, writing grant proposals - the list is long. The friendships are many, and the successes are daily. 

Every fall with the first cold night, a squirrel finds its way into the museum. That is what I faced last Monday morning, thankfully 
a day we had no tours. Getting this gray denizen of the treetops safely back outside reminded me of Chevy Chase’s classic movie, 

“Christmas Vacation,” in which a squirrel is discovered in the Christmas tree during a family reunion. Madcap comedy ensues. The 
guys from the maintenance department arrive at the museum. Nets. Ladders. A pair of thick leather welder’s gloves. Terrified squirrel. 
Grown men leaping to avoid a 10-ounce fur ball. The thrill of victory when “Rocky” is snared and released outdoors. I’m identifying 
with Rocky these days. Anxious about the transition, reluctant to leave the warmth.  - Joseph H. Kitchens, Executive Director
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The mission of the Funk Heritage Center is to tell the story of the early Appalachian settlers and Southeastern Indians 
through educational programming and the collection, care and exhibition of art and artifacts.

  ENCOUNTER        WITH A GREY SQUIRREL

Prior to the tragic event known as the “Trail of 
Tears,” Georgia was home to thousands 

of American Indians including the Cherokee and 
Creek tribes. This year marks the 180th anniversary of 
their removal to Indian Territory in Oklahoma. Many 
commemorative activities will occur, recalling 
events that led up to one of the saddest 
periods in American history. The Funk 
Heritage Center is a certified National Park 
Service Trail of Tears Interpretive Site, and 
a new exhibit about the “Cherokee in 
Crisis” is planned for 2018. 

The federal removal policy not 
only impacted the Cherokee people, 
but other Southeastern tribes as well. 
The Choctaw tribe of Mississippi was 
removed in 1831, the Seminole tribe 
left in 1832, the Creek people went in 
1834 and the Chickasaw tribe moved in 1837. 
After years of broken promises and treaties, 
the Cherokee were escorted from their homes by 
federal troops in 1838. It was the administration of 
Andrew Jackson that pushed the “Indian Removal Act” 
through Congress, forcing the removal of the Cherokee 
to Oklahoma. 

In the spring and summer of 1838, more than 15,000 
Cherokee Indians were removed from their ancestral 
homeland in the Cherokee Nation. The Nation included 
eight districts in North Carolina, Georgia, Tennessee 
and Alabama. The people were rounded up and held in 
forts during the summer. In the fall, they left to travel 

by foot more than 1,000 miles to Oklahoma. Winter 
weather conditions and diseases claimed thousands of 
lives along the way.

Before the removal, Southeastern Indians adopted 
many European cultural and political practices, 

including farming methods, clothing, 
houses, literacy, and many converted 

to Christianity. The Cherokee 
Nation had its own centralized 
government, constitution and 

newspaper, the Cherokee 
Phoenix.  Some Cherokee 
were well educated and were 
plantation owners raising 
cotton and practicing slavery. 

Others raised livestock, were 
blacksmiths, carpenters and 

owned businesses. 
    As the population of the new United 

States grew, land-hungry settlers from the 
east were moving into Georgia. Cherokee 

lands became increasingly attractive to settlers 
even before gold was discovered. The “Georgia gold 

rush” brought thousands of white miners into Cherokee 
country. The state of Georgia legally denied citizens’ 
rights to the Cherokee as relations became tense. Political 
pressure on Washington finally forced the national 
government to herd the Cherokee into military “forts” 
and deploy troops to escort them on the long and tragic 
journey along “the trail where they cried,” now known as 
the “Trail of Tears.”

180th Anniversary of  THE TRAIL OF TEARS 

Three interesting lectures are scheduled for 
the Center’s annual History Month 
in February. Admission is $10, $5 for 

members and reservations are required. Vince Dooley, historian 
and former University of Georgia athletic director and head 
football coach, will kick off the Georgia History Month Lecture 
Series Tuesday, Feb. 6, at 2 p.m. He and co-author Sam Thomas, 
director of the Thomas R.R. Cobb House in Athens, will speak 
about their new book, “The Legion’s Fighting Bulldog,” detailing 
the life of Lt. Col. William Gaston Delony, who commanded one 
of the most storied military units of the Civil War, the Georgia 
Legion Cavalry. 

Professor Michael Morris, of the College of Coastal Georgia, 
will discuss on Thursday, Feb. 15 his biography of George 
Galphin, Indian agent to the Creeks. Living among the Creeks 
for years as a trader, Galphin later became a planter and slave 
owner. Galphin’s marriages and behests to his multiracial family 
members set off a decades-long controversy in the Georgia courts. 

Dr. George Lamplugh, an expert on 19th century Georgia, 
will lecture on Tuesday, Feb. 20, to finalize the series. Lamplugh 
will “connect the dots” between “States Rights, Nullification and 
Cherokee Removal.” 

Check Reinhardt.edu/funkheritage for more information and 
call 770.720.5967 for reservations.

Attend the GEORGIA HISTORY MONTH Lecture Series 

VOLUNTEER WITH Us!
The Funk Heritage Center relies on volunteers who contribute thousands of hours of service 
each year. Many of our volunteers are retired teachers. Dr. Katherine Blackmon is a retired music 
teacher, and enjoys donating her time and talents to the Center. She not only offers a pioneer 
music program for school students, she also shows them how to play Native American games. 
She volunteered for the Nov. 11 Native American Day and is pictured teaching a game to a child 
who visited. 

IN 2017, VOLUNTEERS CONTRIBUTED 2,510 HOURS.
Volunteer by calling 770.720.5970 or visit Reinhardt.edu/funkheritage. 

The Georgia Chapter of the National Trail of Tears Association promotes awareness of how the federal government’s policy 
effected the tribes that were removed. There are a number of places in north Georgia to learn more about the Southeast Indians. 
Visit www.chieftainstrail.com/overview and locate more information concerning interesting websites and places to visit. 
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Funk Book Club
Second Tuesday 

each Month 
from 2–3:30 p.m.

Scott Hodges Lecture  
and Book Signing 

Thursday, March 8 at 2 p.m.
Reservations required

A Certified National Park Service Trail of Tears Interpretive Site  
Georgia’s Official Frontier and Southeastern Indian Interpretive Center

 

7300 Reinhardt Circle
Waleska, GA 30183-2981

Phone: 770.720.5970
Fax: 770.720.5965

heritagecenter@reinhardt.edu
reinhardt.edu/funkheritage

________ FAMILY MEMBERSHIP: $50

MEMBER INFORMATION
Please PRINT Member Name (s):             Today’s Date:_________________________
Member # 1:______________________________         Member # 2:____________________________________
Children Under 18 Years:________________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address, Street:__________________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip: _______________________________________________________________________________
County:________________________  Day Phone: _________________  Night Phone: ______________________
Email: ______________________________

PAYMENT INFORMATION
q Check (Make Payable to Reinhardt University) Check #:____________ Amount:____________
q Please Charge (amount) $_________to my:
	 q Visa   q MasterCard   q Discover   q American Express  
 Credit Card #____________________________________  Exp. Date ________  Security Code ________ 
 Name on Credit Card _____________________________   Signature _____________________________

Please Mail Form to: Funk Heritage Center, 7300 Reinhardt Circle, Waleska, GA 30183

• Free admission for  
one year

• Half price admission 
for up to four guests 
per visit

• Semi-annual newsletter

• Preferred pricing for 
special events

________ SINGLE MEMBERSHIP: $25
• Free admission for one year 

(immediate family includes 
children under 18)

• Preferred pricing for 
special events

• Semi-annual newsletter

• Half price admission 
for up to four guests per 
family per visit
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OUR LOST 
HERITAGE 

     

Ten things you did not know  
about James Edward Oglethorpe, 

the founder of Georgia 

Scott Hodges Discusses...

Reservations are required.  
Call 770.720.5967. 
Admission is $10.  
$5 for members,

 RU staff and faculty. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 8 
AT 2 P.M. 

Tuesday, Feb. 6 at 2 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 15 at 2 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 20 at 2 p.m.

Admission $10,  
$5 for members

Reservations required 

Georgia History Month Lecture Series

In the world of “living history,” Scott Hodges is a 
legend. He is an accomplished professional reenactor 
who portrays General James Oglethorpe. He has 
engaged thousands of audiences in a career that spans 
more than 35 years. In his colorful “redcoat” regalia, he 
tells the story of the founder of Georgia’s first colony.
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DR. JOSEPH H. KITCHENS RETIRES
The Funk Heritage Center’s first executive director, Dr. Joseph 
H. Kitchens, retired on Jan. 15. He accomplished many great 
things in his 18 years at Reinhardt. He has been an innovator 
of new programs and ensured high quality educational 
programming for visitors of all ages. Known for his interesting 
Georgia history lectures and published articles, Kitchens plans 
to continue speaking and writing. He has a wonderful sense 
of humor, see his “Director’s Corner” on page 3. He will be 
missed by so many.

Pictured above is Dr. Kitchens and his wife Karen. 


