
MUSEUMS FUEL IMAGINATION                      
When I was five, my mother took me to my first museum — the Augusta History 
Museum. It was situated in the old and grand antebellum building that had once housed 
the Medical College of Georgia. The sheer volume of the space, marked with an array 
of labels and signs that reminded me of the tombstones in a cemetery, registered in my 
consciousness not at all. But not even the 90-degree indoor temperature of that summer 
day could dampen my excitement in seeing “real” things. Real things!

There were ancient things all around, seemingly from before time: dinosaur bones, 
a mummy and flaked stone spear points and tools for which I could not imagine a use.     
Here, I could smell the choking scent on the mummy’s wrappings, and was that a real 
scalp on the lodge pole? As we left, my mother paid 25 cents to buy me an arrowhead 
(and in so doing sealed my fate). I was hooked, and I still have the arrowhead.

Museums provide experiences that classrooms often do not. The physical surroundings 
in a museum can provide the examples and metaphors that grab hold of our imagination. When students can feel a beaver or deer 
hide, when they can hear the blacksmith’s hammer on the forge, when they can see how a spinning wheel turns cotton into thread 
and cloth, the written words in their textbooks take on real meanings. Hearing a Native American talk about his hunting adventures 
or watching a pioneer woman cope with feeding a half dozen kids over an open fire while running a household without a bathroom 
certainly can convey the urgency and excitement that complicated life for our forebearers.

Without illustration, learning is hard to come by and lessons seem as dull and colorless as lead, even when we are determined 
to learn. Whether we are adults or children, museums feed our imagination and fire our need to know more. Choosing to visit a 
museum is risking something on the day and the moment, not because it will fulfill our expectations but because-more likely-we will 
be enthralled by something new and unexpected.                                                                   - Joseph H. Kitchens, Executive Director

 

NATIVE AMERICAN DAY
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2017
November is Native American month and each year, the 
Funk Heritage Center has a free event to honor Georgia’s first 
people. The museum will be open at no charge from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. A film about the Southeastern Indians will be shown 
all day. Children like to play Native American games and there 
will be special programs for both adults and children.  

Weather permitting, from 10 a.m. until noon, pioneer 
interpreters will welcome visitors to the historic log cabin and 
blacksmiths will demonstrate their work in the Appalachian 
Settlement. From noon until 3 p.m., local Native American 
artifacts expert Carl Etheridge will be available to identify 
artifacts. No antiques will be appraised. 

Scouts of all ages enjoy touring the museum and learning 
about the Southeastern Indians. Hot dogs and drinks will 
be for sale for $1 each and all scouts in uniform will receive 
a free hot dog and drink. Visit the website reinhardt.edu/
funkheritage or call 770-720-5970 for additional information. 

and men’s reluctance to engage in farming. Even literacy and 
schooling at times met with resistance. 

The new exhibit will include information concerning 
where the Cherokee people lived. In 1835, Major Benjamin F. 
Curry, superintendent of the Cherokee Removal, was placed in 
charge of completing a census of all of the people living in the 
eight Cherokee Districts. Five census takers were appointed. 
The Georgia census was finished in late December and 
submitted to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs in February 
1836. It showed 8,946 Cherokees were living in the Georgia 
part of the Cherokee Nation. The census also listed 776 slaves 
and 68 white people who intermarried with Cherokees for a 
total of 9,790 people living in Georgia’s Cherokee Nation.

The purpose of the census was to document names of the 
heads of each household and the number of people in each 
family. It counted the number of each man’s houses, farms, 
the acres of land under cultivation, the proportion of tillable 
land, mineral resources and water privileges. It also shows how 
many people could read English and read Cherokee. Major 
Curry found that there were 18,335 individuals in the four 
states in the Cherokee Nation East, Alabama, Tennessee, North 
Carolina and Georgia. This is a valuable research tool. 

The new exhibit will also include information concerning 
the various treaties between the U.S. government and the 
Cherokee. It will explain where missionaries established 
missions among the Indians and how the Cherokee effectively 
created a new form of tribal government rather than being 
governed by a traditional tribal council. The Cherokee became 
one of the five “civilized” tribes adopting features of white 
culture in place of their own. The original of this census is 
found in the records of the Bureau of Indian Affairs in the 
National Archives, Washington, D.C. It is on large sheets with 
everything, including the headings, hand written. Members 
of the Oklahoma Chapter of the Trail of Tears painstakingly 
prepared a monograph of the census, which is now in print and 
available from the National Trail of Tears Association for $28.

This annual schools-only program will be held on Wednesday 
and Thursday, October 11 and 12. The museum will be closed 
to the public until 2 p.m. both days. This one-of-a-kind living 
history program is held each fall in the Appalachian Settlement 
for 2nd - 8th grade classes. Students learn about Georgia’s 
history as they visit professional reenactors who portray 
historical figures including General James Oglethorpe and 
Abraham Lincoln. 

WELCOME GAIL BOYD, 
MUSEUM ASSISTANT
Gail joined the museum staff in 
August, 2017. She has a bachelor 
of science degree in early 
childhood education and was 
a para professional and teacher 
for over 20 years. Gail’s husband 
John is retired from the U.S. 

Army. They live in Gordon County and have three grown 
children, twins Erika and Erin and son Ian. Gail’s hobbies 
include sewing, crochet, gardening and traveling.

WELCOME RIKI 
POARCH, ACTIVITIES 
COORDINATOR
Riki joined the Funk Heritage 
Center in November, 201 as 
a Museum Assistant. Recently 
she became the school activities 
coordinator. She is graduate 
of Reinhardt University with 

a bachelor’s degree in education with concentrations in the 
social sciences, reading, and English/language arts. Riki is a 
resident of Calhoun, GA, and was a teacher for over 9 years 
in Gordon County Schools. She and her husband, Chad 
have two sons, Mason and Micah. Riki enjoys spending time 
outdoors with her pets, gardening, reading, and listening to 
music. She said, “ I am excited to be working at the Center 
where history and culture are being kept alive!” 
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The mission of the Funk Heritage Center is to tell the story 
of the Early Appalachian settlers and Southeastern Indians 
through educational programming and the collection, care 
and exhibition of art and artifacts.

 SOLD OUT! 

The Funk Heritage Center 
relies on volunteers who 
contribute thousands of 
hours of service each year! 
Volunteer docents provide 
guided tours for children and 
adults. Gardeners’ help with 
the native gardens and living 
history volunteers provide 
programs in the Appalachian 
Settlement!

Volunteer by calling  
770-720-5970 or visiting 
reinhardt.edu/funkheritage.

VOLUNTEER 
WITH US!
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GEORGIA HISTORY MONTH 
LECTURE SERIES INCLUDES 
VINCE DOOLEY 
Vince Dooley, historian and former University of Georgia 
athletic director and head football coach, will kick off the 
Georgia History Month Lecture Series Tues., Feb. 6, 2018, at 2 p.m. 

He and co-author Sam Thomas, director of the Thomas 
R.R. Cobb House in Athens, will speak about their new 
book, “The Legion’s Fighting Bulldog,” detailing the 
life of the life of Lt. Col. William Gaston Delony, who 
commanded one of the most storied military units of the 
Civil War, the Georgia Legion Cavalry. 

Professor Michael Morris, of the College of Coastal 
Georgia, will discuss on Thurs., Feb. 15, his biography of 
George Galphin, Indian agent to the Creeks. Living among 
the Creeks for years as a trader, Galphin later became a 
planter and slave owner. Galphin’s marriages and behests 
to his multiracial family members set off a decades-long 
controversy in the Georgia courts. 

Dr. George Lamplugh, an expert on 19th century 
Georgia, will lecture on Tues., Feb. 20, to finalize the series. 
Lamplugh will “connect the dots” between “States Rights, 
Nullification and Cherokee Removal.” 

All lectures are at 2 p.m. Admission is $10, $5 for 
members, and reservations are required. Call 770-720-5967. 
Watch for news and updates at Reinhardt.edu/funkheritage 
and facebook.com/funkheritagecenter. 

CROSSROADS
reinhardt.edu/funkheritage
heritagecenter@reinhardt.edu
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Funk Book Club
Second Tuesday each
Month from 2–3:30 p.m.

Native American Day
Saturday, Nov. 11
10 a.m.– 5 p.m.
A free public event
See Page 3

Georgia History Month
Lecture Series
Tuesday, Feb. 6, 2 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 15, 2 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 20, 2 p.m.
Admission $10,  
$5 for members
Reservations required

The Center staff has been busy researching Cherokee history 
and developing a story line for the new exhibition tentatively 
entitled “The Cherokee Nation in Crisis.” This exhibit, 
expected to open in 2018 in the Buffington Gallery, will 
explain what daily life must have been like in a Cherokee 
village on the eve of the forced removal in the 1838 “Trail  
of Tears.”

 Scholars are expanding what is known about the 
Cherokee and the U.S. policy of “civilizing Indians” that 
brought conflict and modernization. Cherokee adoption 
of African slavery and the plantation system created social 
divisions. Conflicts arose over the role of women in politics 

A Certified National Park Service Trail of Tears Interpretive Site  
Georgia’s Official Frontier and Southeastern Indian Interpretive Center

 

7300 Reinhardt Circle
Waleska, GA 30183-2981

Phone: 770-720-5970
Fax: 770-720-5965

heritagecenter@reinhardt.edu
reinhardt.edu/funkheritage

________  FAMILY MEMBERSHIP: $50

MEMBER INFORMATION
Please PRINT Member Name (s):             Today’s Date:_________________________
Member # 1:______________________________         Member # 2:____________________________________
Children Under 18 Years:________________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address, Street:__________________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip: _______________________________________________________________________________
County:________________________  Day Phone: _________________  Night Phone: ______________________
Email: ______________________________

PAYMENT INFORMATION
q Check (Make Payable to Reinhardt University) Check #:____________ Amount:____________
q Please Charge (amount) $_________to my:
	 q Visa   q MasterCard   q Discover   q American Express  
 Credit Card #____________________________________  Exp. Date ________  Security Code ________ 
 Name on Credit Card _____________________________   Signature _____________________________

Please Mail Form to: Funk Heritage Center, 7300 Reinhardt Circle, Waleska, GA 30183

• Free admission for  
one year

• Half  price admission 
for up to four guests 
per visit

• Semi-annual newsletter

• Preferred pricing for 
special events

________ SINGLE MEMBERSHIP: $25
• Free admission for one 

year (immediate family 
includes children under 18)

• Preferred pricing for 
special events

• Semi-annual newsletter

• Half  price admission 
for up to four guests per 
family per visit

GEORGIA’S CHEROKEE 
1800-1838 
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