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The mission of the Funk Heritage Center is to tell the story of the early Appalachian settlers and Southeastern Indians 
through educational programming and the collection, care and exhibition of art and artifacts.

Volunteer SPOTLIGHT
Barbara Liptak is a retired teacher and school administrator. Familiar with the school curriculum, 
she volunteers as a docent for museum tours for all grade levels and enjoys her volunteer 
assignment. She has been overheard saying, “I can still enjoy working with children without being 
in a classroom.” Barbara also helps during special events including Pioneer Days and the Georgia 
History Timeline. She guides students to the various venues explaining what they will be seeing 
during the program. Thank you, Barbara, for donating your time and talents!

DURING 2018, VOLUNTEERS CONTRIBUTED 2,264 HOURS.
Volunteer by calling 770-720-5970 or visit Reinhardt.edu/funkheritage. 

EXHIBIT TO OPEN EARLY NEXT YEAR (CONT.)
Just west of the Reinhardt campus lived the Fourkiller family. This new exhibit, which will be developed with aid from the Reinhardt 
students and faculty, will demonstrate the Lewis W. Reinhardt family’s relationship and interactions with the Fourkillers and their other 
Cherokee neighbors during the time Fort Buffington was built just east of the old Cherokee settlements of Sixes and Hickory Log. 
“In the spring of 1838 many U.S. soldiers were passing through the country for the purpose of collecting and removing the Cherokee 
Indians to the West,” recalled Nathaniel Reinhardt in his diary. This was occurring on the old Pine Log Road, precisely where the 
Reinhardt University campus sits today. “They frequently lodged at night at Father’s.” Fourkiller and his family were arrested and treated 
“rather cruelly,” Reinhardt wrote, “which excited my sympathies very much in his favor.” 

“We’re excited to develop this new exhibit that will bring to life history that occurred right on our doorstep,” said Funk Heritage 
Center Director W. Jeff Bishop. 

NEW FUNK HERITAGE CENTER DIRECTOR  
W. JEFF BISHOP (CONT.)
Concerning his new position, Bishop said, “There are so many 
important stories to tell about the history of this region of the 
state, I feel fortunate to be given this opportunity to help tell 
those stories, hopefully in engaging and provocative ways.” 
He continued, “I’ve enjoyed meeting everyone and am already 
beginning to feel like part of the Reinhardt family.”

Bishop is a well-known author of books about the 
Cherokee, plus a series of reports on Cherokee Removal fort 
sites in northwest Georgia. He is considered an authority on the 
Southeastern Indians and has been a featured speaker at many 
Native American symposiums and national conferences. Part of 
the mission of the Funk Heritage Center is to tell the story of 
the early Appalachian settlers and Southeastern Indians through 
educational programming. Heritage Center staff look forward 
to him sharing knowledge and holding future lectures about 
Georgia’s first people.  

The Georgia History Timeline is an unusual curriculum-based 
school field trip held each year in the Appalachian Settlement. 
Approximately 1,200 children attend this special program that 
features professional history interpreters portraying people who 
were important to Georgia’s history. Funk Heritage Center 

docents and living history volunteers assist with this 
program. In addition, they also help with  museum 

tours, History Alive and Pioneer Days. If you or 
someone you know would like to volunteer, 

please contact us. 
 Pictured is Jim Sawgrass, a well-known 

Native American Interpreter appearing in 
this 14th annual program.  

 

MAKE PLANS TO ATTEND SMITHSONIAN 
MAGAZINE MUSEUM DAY SAT., SEPT. 22 
Each September, the Smithsonian Magazine hosts Museum 
Day Live. Participating museums across the country open their 
doors at no charge to anyone who presents a Museum Day Live 
ticket. The Funk Heritage Center will participate again this year 
on Sat., Sept. 22 and is open 10 a.m. until 5 p.m. To obtain 
a ticket, go to Smithsonian.com/museumdaylive and download 
your free admission ticket to print or copy to your cell phone. 
Visitors who present their ticket will gain free entrance for two 
people for Sept. 22 only. One ticket is permitted for 
each household, per e-mail 
address. Only visitors 
with a downloaded 
ticket will be admitted 
free of charge. 

NATIVE AMERICAN 
DAY, SAT., NOV. 10 
November is Native American Month, and 
this year is also the 180th anniversary of the 
Cherokee Removal and the Trail of Tears. 
The Funk Heritage Center designates 
a Saturday in November for Native 
American Day and offers free admission 
for visitors. This year’s Native American 
Day is Saturday, Nov. 10, from 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Scouts of all ages are encouraged to 
tour the museum on this special day. They 
will learn about the Southeastern Indians, 
play Native American games and all Scouts 
in uniform will receive a free hot dog and 
drink. There will also be special programs 
for adults. Weather permitting, pioneer 
interpreters will welcome visitors to the 
historic log cabin, and blacksmiths will 
demonstrate their work in the Appalachian 
Settlement from 10 a.m. until noon. Visit 
Reinhardt.edu/funkheritage or call 770-
720-5970 for more information. 

THE GEORGIA 
HISTORY TIMELINE 
Museum closed to the public  
Oct. 10–11, 9 a.m.–2 p.m. 



Reinhardt.edu/funkheritage
Heritagecenter@reinhardt.edu

A Certified National Park Service Trail of Tears Interpretive Site  
Georgia’s Official Frontier and Southeastern Indian Interpretive Center
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Meet Dr. William Dalzell, 
Colonial Doctor 

Fri., Oct. 12, 1:30 p.m.
Reservations required 

A Certified National Park Service Trail of Tears Interpretive Site  
Georgia’s Official Frontier and Southeastern Indian Interpretive Center

 

7300 Reinhardt Circle
Waleska, GA 30183-2981

Phone: 770-720-5970
Fax: 770-720-5965

Heritagecenter@reinhardt.edu
Reinhardt.edu/funkheritage

________ FAMILY MEMBERSHIP: $50

MEMBER INFORMATION
Please PRINT Member Name(s):             Today’s Date:_________________________
Member # 1:______________________________         Member # 2:____________________________________
Children Under 18 Years:________________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address, Street:__________________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip: _______________________________________________________________________________
County:________________________  Day Phone: _________________  Night Phone: ______________________
Email: ______________________________

PAYMENT INFORMATION
q Check (Make Payable to Reinhardt University) Check #:____________ Amount:____________
q Please Charge (amount) $_________to my:
	 q Visa   q MasterCard   q Discover   q American Express  
 Credit Card #____________________________________  Exp. Date ________  Security Code ________ 
 Name on Credit Card _____________________________   Signature _____________________________

Please Mail Form to: Funk Heritage Center, 7300 Reinhardt Circle, Waleska, GA 30183

• Free admission for  
one year

• Half price admission 
for up to four guests 
per visit

• Semi-annual newsletter

• Preferred pricing for 
special events

________ SINGLE MEMBERSHIP: $25
• Free admission for one year 

(immediate family includes 
children under 18)

• Preferred pricing for 
special events

• Semi-annual newsletter

• Half price admission 
for up to four guests per 
family per visit
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Address Service Requested

 Smithsonian Magazine 
Museum Day

Sat., Sept. 22
10 a.m.-5 p.m.
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NEW FUNK HERITAGE CENTER 
DIRECTOR W. JEFF BISHOP 

W. Jeff Bishop has been selected as the 
director of the Funk Heritage Center 
of Reinhardt University. Previously, 
he was the executive director of the 
McRitchie-Hollis Museum and 
Historic Train Depot located in 
Newnan, Georgia. In addition to his 
experience as a museum director and 
professional historian, as president 

of the Georgia Chapter of the Trail of Tears Association, he 
also worked with the National Park Service, developing an 
interpretive brochure and maps for the NPS Trail of Tears 
National Historic Trail website. He developed wayside exhibits 
and sign plans for the Trail in sites throughout northwest 
Georgia and researched the history of the homes of Chief John 
Ross and John Ridge, both in Georgia. (cont. on page 3)        

EXHIBIT TO OPEN EARLY NEXT YEAR  
Transformation of the Cherokee, 1800-1838

The early 19th century was a time 
of rapid change for the Cherokee 
Nation as its leaders grappled 
with how to respond to serious 
challenges to their way of life. Even 
though the Cherokee Nation had 
become increasingly acculturated 
to the lifeways of white settlers, 
the state of Georgia continued to 

harass Cherokee citizens and press for their removal from their 
homeland. A new exhibit at the Funk Heritage Center, planned 
for opening early next year, will invite visitors to explore these 
challenges, which included a stressed Cherokee people faced with 
suddenly losing their homes, their farms, their legal standing, 
and in thousands of cases – especially among the vulnerable old 
and young – their very lives. (cont. on page 2)

MEET DR. WILLIAM DALZELL, COLONIAL DOCTOR 
Professional history interpreter Scott Hodges returns to the Funk Heritage Center this fall. Known for his portrayal of Gen. James 
Oglethorpe, Hodges will introduce us to Dr. William Dalzell on Oct. 12 at 1:30 p.m. This program, 18th Century Physician Tells All, 
was presented several years ago, and it sold out weeks in advance.  In the days before ether, Novocaine and antibiotics, this doctor was 
confronting and treating all the ailments of the 21st century. Trained by a “learned physician,” the good doctor began his long career as 
a healer serving in his Majesty’s Army. Later, he moved to private practice where he continued to experiment with new medicines and 
cures. The history of medicine will come to life in this interesting presentation complete with authentic medicines made from original 
apothecary recipes and a display of surgical instruments. Make reservations early as there is limited seating for this program. Admission 
is $20 and $10 for members. For additional information or to make reservations, call 770-720-5967.

The Funk Heritage Center
has welcomed more 

than 174,700 visitors
since opening

November 16, 1999.

Book Club
Second Tuesday 

each month 
from 2-3:30 p.m.

Native  
American Day 

Sat., Nov. 10
10 a.m.-5 p.m.

John Ross Cherokee Chief 


