
Reinhardt University  

Accessibility of Information Technology 

Policy Statement 

Reinhardt University is committed to providing equitable access to information technology, 

digital materials, services and the environments in which information technology is used. All 

departments, and faculty are responsible for ensuring access to their Web content, Web 

applications, digital materials, environments and services to the greatest extent possible in 

accordance with the following practices: 

• implementation and adherence to World-Wide Web Consortium (W3C) Web Content 

Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.1 level AA and ARIA 1; 

• purchase, acquisition, development and use of hardware and software products that 

support universal design and access; 

• design, implementation and maintenance of accessible technology-related work 

environments that accommodate all users; and 

• application of accessibility tools and techniques in the creation of digital materials and 

communications. For example, text-based alternatives which may include: 

o Alternative text descriptions for images 

o Transcripts for audio content 

o Captioning and audio description for multimedia 

In cases where Web content, Web applications, digital materials or services are not accessible, an 

individual with a disability may request that the Web content, Web application, digital material 

or service be made available in an accessible alternative format or that an equally effective 

accommodation be provided by the unit responsible for its provision and maintenance. The 

responsible unit must, upon receipt of the request, make accessible versions available to all users 

within a reasonable time period. 

Reason for policy 

Incorporating principles of universal design and current accessibility standards in the design and 

development, purchase and acquisition, implementation and use of information technology and 

related resources helps the University to ensure that its resources are accessible to the widest 

possible audience. Adherence to this policy will help to ensure that all individuals have access to 

Web content, Web applications, digital materials, environments and services associated with 

administration, courses of instruction, departmental programs, and University-sponsored 

activities. 

This policy benefits the university by improving access and reducing barriers to faculty, staff and 

student success as well as reducing costs of required retroactive accommodations and reducing 

legal and reputational risk associated with non-compliance.  



As a university committed to diversity and inclusion, we want our websites, publications, 

PowerPoints, and other communications to be accessible to everyone, including people with 

disabilities and non-native English speakers. 

Resources 

• WAVE Web Accessibility Evaluation Tool – free and recommended tool that identifies 

potential issues with web content accessibility 

• W3C Web Accessibility – examples, tutorials, and more to improve accessibility of web 

content 

• “Making Your Website Accessible” – UC Berkeley’s tips to enhance accessibility 

• “Fixing Inaccessible PDFs Using Adobe Acrobat Pro” – the University of 

Washington’s information about publishing PDF files 

• Microsoft Office’s Accessibility Checker – search for accessibility issues in Word, 

Excel, PowerPoint, and other applications 

• Make your PowerPoint presentations accessible – information on best practices for the 

popular presentation software 

• Best Practices and Guidelines for Large Print Documents – the American Council of 

the Blind’s information about fonts, spacing, formatting, and more 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


